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tong From the Epistopal Magazine, 
Continua from ome 340. F 
Some Particulars relating te the Cemmencement and Pro- 
gress of the Episcopal Church in the State of Pennsyt- 
vania. 

1742. After the death of the Rev. Mr. Cummings, 
who had served as rector for the space of sixteen 
years with great approbation, the church was supplied 
for a short time by the clergymen who were officiating 
in the neighboring towns. Among others the name of 
the Rev. Zneas Ross is mentioned, whose service gave 
gent satisfaction to the congregation. In this year the 
ollowing address was prepared and sent to the Bishop 
of London. 

The humble address of the Church wardens and vestry 
of Christ Church, in Philadetphia. 

May it please your lordship, 

Immediately after the death of the Rev. Mr. Cums 
mings, our late worthy pastor, an address, dated the 
23d of April, 1741, was drawn up and sent to your lord- 
ship from the then vestry of this church, humbly re- 
questing your lordship to licence and send over a min- 
ister to us worthy of your lordship’s esteem and fatherly 
advice; to which address we have not hitherto been so 
happy as to receive any answer from your lordship. 

The Rev. missionaries of this province diligently of- 
ficiated by turns in our church until the arrival of the 
Rev. Mr. Eneas Ross, who has since by his prudent 
and indefatigable pains, constantly supplied this cure 
to the great satisfaction of the congregation, whereby 
he has so justly merited a general esteem, that we the 
church wardens & vestry,moved by our own inclinations 
as well as the frequent importunities of the parishioners, 
do unanimously request your lordship’s licence and ap- 
probation of him for this church, if before this comes 
to hand your lordship has not appointed another. 

We are not insensible of the uneasiness and concern 
some different representations from this congregation 
many have given your lordship; notwithstanding which 
we hope the present vestry, and members of this church 
in general will always think it their indispensable duty 
zealously to pursue such measures, as may be most like- 
ly to promote true piety and virtue, secure the peace 
of this church, and establish unanimity amongst us; 
supported by a strict observance of the wholesome 
rules and canons of the church of England as by law es- 
tablished: always bearing a due regard to the rights and 
jurisdiction of your lordship, our lawful diocesan, in 
which high and dignified station may your lordship long 
continue, is the ardent prayer of, 

May it please your lordship, 
Your lerdship’s most 
Dutiful sons and servants. ; 

The foregoing address was forwarded to England in 
the month of May; and in July following a letter was 
received by the vestry from the Rev. Robert Jenney, 
then in London, but who was well known in this coun- 
try having officiated as a missionary in the state of New 
York. From this letter it appears that Mr. Jenney, at 
the recommendation of some of the friends of this 
church in England, had received a licence to officiate 
according to the application of the vestry before refer- 
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red to; and that it was his intention to leave London in 
May, in the expectation of reaching New York in July. 
This letter was answered by the vestry, approving Mr. 
Jenney’s intention; and a resolution passed that the an- 
swer should be sent to New York to await his arrival. 

As might have been expected, this measure was very 
hear producing serious divisions in the congregation. 
The Rev. Mr Ross had been for a considerable time of- 
ficiating with unusual success, and the Rev. Mr. Jenney 
but little known to the people; a remonstrance was 
drawn up) urging upon the vestry not to take any step 
which might encourage Mr. Jenney in his intention of 
coming to Philadelphia; and particularly not to send 
their letter to meet him in New York. This paper was 
signed by 44 persons,members of the canenynee. The 
vestry, however, conceiving themselves bound to con- 
firm the appointment of the Bishop of London, made at 
their request; and the application in behalf of Mr. Ross 
having been made under this special provision, sent 
the letter, inviting Mr: Jenney to the church. 

On Mr. Jenney’s arrival in New York, which was not 
until October, he wrote the following letter to the ves- 
try, accompanying one from the Bishop in London. 

: New York, October 12, 1742. 
Gentlemen, 

Having arrived yesterday, I received your kind let- 
ter of the 8th of July, signifying your ready compliance 
with my Lord of London’s licence to me to be minister 
of your congregation, and professing your hope that by 
our joint endeavours in the discharge of our respective 
duties and obligations te each other, we may by the 
blessing of God, live together in that peaceable ener 
which becomes true members of the church of England. 
I thank you heartily for the first, and make no doubt of 
the other, since I am fully resolved by the grace of God, 
if we come together, to do my part towards it, and 
make no question of the congregation doing theirs. 

But whereas, I am credibly informed that there are 
divisions amongst you, and that some oppose my settle- 
ment there, and considering that I am easy in my parish 
of Hemstead, and am indulged by my superiors the lib- 
erty of choosing in which place te settle; I must be 
the favour to be informed how that affair stands, an 
withal whether I may depend upon being initiated in 
the same rights and privileges which the late Rev. Mr. 
Cummings enjoyed, without which I cannot think of 
removing from Hemstead. 

I send inclosed my Lord of London’s letter. 

Your most humble servant, 
ROBERT JENNEY. 

The following is the Bishop’s letter, inclosed: 

Whitehall, March 29, 1742. 
Gentlemen, 

I have waited a good while in hopes of hearing that 
the differences among yourselves about a new minister 
were adjusted, and that you had unanimously agreed in 
recommending some worthy person to be licenced by 
me, or in directing me tosend such an one from hence. 
It could not be supposed that I should send any person 
who had no other concern in the PJantations, under an 
uncertainty whether he would be received or not; but 
as the bearer, Mr. Jenney is, and has long been a mis- 
sionary from the society here to a cure in the province 
of New York, and is a person whom I believe to be ex- 
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ceedingly well qualified in all respects to succeed your | in that behalf lawfully established and promulged, and 
late worthy minister, Mr.Cummings, I was willing upon | not otherwise or in any other manner, (you having first 
his return from hence to his cure in New York, to grant | before us subscribed the articles, and taken the oaths 
him a provisional licence to your church on supposition | which in this case are required to be subscribed and 
that he would be receiyed there in such a manner as | taken.) 


might encourage him to quit his present mission, and to | In witness whereof we have caused our Episcopal seal 





remove to Philadelphia. 

I have nothing in view but the peace and welfare of 
your church, and earnestly recommending to you all, 
to pursue the same good end, I pray for the divine bles- 
sing upon you and your proceedings, and remain 

Your assured friend, 
EDM. LONDON. 
To the gentlemen of the 

vestry of Philadelphia. 

Upon the receipt of these letters, the vestry, it| 
is presumed with the concurrence of the congregation, 
as we hear no more of any opposition, wrote to Mr.Jen- 
ney, inviting him to come on, and assured him that he | 


should enjoy the same privileges and advantages as had | eign parts, in the year 1722 


been allowed to the late Rector, and at the same time 
requesting him to accept and approve of the Rev. Mr. 
Ross to be his assistant in the church. 

We cannot read the foregoing papers, and recur to 
the circumstances under which they were written, with- 
out admiring on the one hand, the prudent and pious 
care manifested by the Bishop of London over this dis- 
tant congregation, and en the other the dignified course 
pursued by the vestry, and their uniform submission 
andrespect to that authority under which they were 
placed. ‘The relation in which a Bishop stands to the 
individual churches under his care is one of the most 
solemn and interesting which can well be conceived.— 
If he be a conscientious man, and under the influence of 
that high responsibility imposed upon him by his conse- 
cration vows, we may suppose his whole heart engaged 
in the promotion of the great ends of his office—his 
whole time devoted to serious reflection upon the best 
interests of the flock committed to his care; and all his 
opinions are entitled to the greatest respect. It augurs 
well when such authority is regarded with veneration— 
when the opinion and advice of the Bishop is consider- 
éd parmount to individua’ predilections, and the people 
under rule are seen on all occasions looking up to their 
spiritual shepherd, inquiring the way at his hand.— 
This we are inclined to believe is a greater security for 
that order which constitutes the perfection of our ec- 
elesiastical institutions, than respect for an individual, 
however exalted, or well deserved; it is a religious prin- 
ciple operating under all circumstances to the promotion 
of the same end, while the other will always be found 
wavering under peculiar embarrassments, and prefer- 
ring private prejudices to the public good. In this 
point of view the course adopted by the vestry in re- 
lation to this as well as other circumstances involving 
the superintendance of the Bishop of London, presents 
an example worthy the imitation of all vestrys; and 
affords a striking evidence of the superiority of our 
church discipline, when it is exercised with piety and 
judgment, and submitted to as becometh christians. 

In November of this year, Dr. Jenney came on to 
Philadelphia, accepted the rectorship of the church, 
and presented his licence from the Bishop of London, 
in the following form: 

Epmunp, by divine permission, Bishop of London, to 
onr beloved in Christ, Robert Jenney, Dr. of Laws, 
Clerk. Greeting. 

We do hereby give and grant to you, in whose fidel- 
ity, morals, learning, sound doctrine, and diligence we 
do fully confide, our licence and authority to continue 
only during our pleasure, to perform the ministerial of- 
fice in Christ church in Philadelphia, in the colony of 
Pennsylvania, in reading the Common Prayer, and per- 
forming other ecclesiastical duties belonging to the 
said oflice, according to the form prescribed by the 
Book of Common Prayer, made and published by au- 
thority of parliament, and the canons and constitutions 

















to be hereto affixed, dated at Whitehall, the Sist day 

of March, in the year of our Lord 1742, and in the 

nineteenth year of our translation. 
EDMUND (L.8S._) LONDON. 

The vestry at this same meeting proceeded formally 
to accept and admit the Rev. Dr. Jenney as their rec- 
tor, and at their request the Rey. Mr. Ross was approv- 
ed as his assistant. 

The following particulars relating to the Rev. Dr. 
Jenney, though not immediately connected with his re- 
lation to Christ church will not tail te be interesting: 

He came to this country as a missionary, in the em- 
ploy of the society for propagating the Gospel in for- 

22, and was first settled at 
diye, in the county of Westchester, in the state of New- 
York. When he first took charge of this congregation, 
it consisted of about 500 persons, but was considerably 
enlarged inthe few years thathe remained. In 1725 
the society removed him to Hemstead, Long Island, to 
succeed the Rev. Mr. Thomas, who died the year be- 
fore; here he remained until his settlement in Philadel- 
phia, in 1742, having laboured for the society twenty 
years, according to their own testimony, a faithful min- 
ister of Jesus Christ. 

1742. July—The Rev. Dr. Jenney was now settled 
in Christ Church as Rector, and was assisted in his du- 
ties by the Rev. Mr. Ross. In return for the care and 
attention which the bishop of London had always shown 
towards this Church, and particularly on this occasion, 
a respectful letter was sent to him signed by the war- 
dens, and each member of the vestry. In this commu- 
nication, they thank the lord bishop for approving and 
sending Dr. Jenney to the care of this Church, a per- 
son so exceedingly well qualified for so good a trust; 
they express their hopes that under his wise conduct 
and pious labours, that peace and unanimity recommen- 
ded by his lordship would be continued and promoted, 
and state that in the short time which Dr. Jenney had 
been among them, it appeared to be the zealous incli- 
nation of every member of the congregation, to recom- 
mend themselves to his lordship’s favor by a behaviour 
becoming true members of a Christian Church. 

1745—In this year the Rev. Mr.Ross stated, ina letter 
to the vestry, the reasons which induced him to wish te 
withdraw from his present situation, and take charge of 
Oxford and Whitemarsh churches; where he had be 
fore officiated: he stated that, upon his arrival from 
England in 1741, he found this church vacant by the 
death of the late worthy Rector, the Rev. Mr. Cum- 
mings, at which time, he was requested, together with 
some of the other missionaries to officiate in turn, that 
this arrangement did not continue long: when at the re- 
quest of the vestry he took the care of the Church al- 
together upon himself, until the pleasure of the bishop 
of London should be known: and that he continued un- 
til the arrival of Dr. Jenney to supply the Church, since 
which time he acted as his assistant. It does not appear 
that Mr. Ross was at all dissatisfied with any circumstan- 
ces which had taken place, either with regard to the 
congregation or the Rector; but urged the state of his 
health, which had become impaired, and his desire to 
promote the prosperity of the before named Churehes, 
as the motives leading him to take the present step. In 
the conclusion of his letter, he returns his thanks to the 
vestry, for their regards and civilities from tite to time 
shown him, and assures them that he should not cease 
to make supplication to Almighty God for their tempe- 
ral and eternal happiness. 

The vestry, on their part, acknowledged the faithful 
services of the Rev. Mr. Ross; expressed their high 
sense of his character, as a man and a Christian minister: 
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and assured him that they should at all times think | 
themselves under an obligation to render him all the 
good services in their power. 

1744.—The Church having been found too small for 
the accommodation of the congregation, it was some 
time before they resolved to enlarge it, by the addition 
of thirty-three feet, to the west end, together with the 
foundation for a tower and steep!e; this work was now 
reported to be finished. 

1749.—The society for the propagation of the gospel, 
at the request of Dr. Jenney, this year appropriated the 
sum of £30 per annum, as a salary for a catechetical Jec- 
turer in Philadelphia; at the same time stating by their 
secretary, that a proper person should be selected in 
this country, and sent to England for orders. About 
the same time a letter was received from Dr. Barckley 
of New-York, recommending a young gentleman by the 
name of Sturgeon, as a suitable person for an assistant 
minister. Mr. Sturgeon had just taken his degrees at 
the College of New England, and being in town was cal- 
fed in, and requested to read from the pulpit one of 
archbishop Tillotson’s sermons, in order that the vestry 
might be able to judge of his voice and manner. 

It appears they were well satisfied: for having deter- 
mined to accept the offer of the society, and establish a 
chatechetical lecturer, it was resolved to send Mr. Stur- 
geon to England for orders, and appoint him both lectu- 
rer and assistant minister. 

1747.—Mr. Sturgeon returned from England,and was 
received by the vestry: he entered immediately upon 
the duties of his station. 

1751.—Having finished the Church and become sup- 
plied with an assistant minister, it was determined now 
to proceed and erect the steeple, with a view to pro- 
cure a set of bells, as soon as that work should be com- 
pleted. The work was commenced at this time, and 
finished in 1753, when the sum of £731 5s. currency 
was appropriated for a ring of bells. 

1753—A letter was received from Dr. Bearcoft, Sec- 
retary of the Society for propagating the Gospel in for- 
eign parts, acquainting the Rev. Dr. Jenney, that the 
Rev. Charles Chambers, had left an bundred pounds 

sterling, for the purchase of books to be given and dis- 
posed of as the Society should direct, and that they had 
accordingly determined that the above amount should be 
laid out in books forthe use of ChristChurch in Philadel- 
phia, to be underthe care of the minister and vestry, of 
the said church. The number of volumes sent on this 
occasion, was one hundred and twenty-one folios, nine- 
teen quartos and two hundred and seven octavos. These 
books are at this presest time in a good state of preser- 
vation, but few volumes have, however, been added to 
the number. 

1758—In June of this year,it was proposed by several 
members of the congregation, as an object highly de- 
sirable, to have a new Church in the south part of the 
town. The vestry considered the subject, concluded 
that an additional place of worship was much wanted, 
and, appointed a committee to procure subscriptions, 
for this purpose. It appears that a lot of land, part of 
the same on which St. Peter’s Church now stands, had 
been previously granted by the proprietors, as a proper 
site. 

While the vestry were sitting and deliberating on this 
subject, a letter was received from the Rey. Dr. Jenney, 

which having probably been the cause why the new 
Church was associated with the other, we give entire. 
‘‘Gentlemen. ‘The condition which I am in, makes it 
impossible for me to express my sentiments, which | 
would freely do in relation to the new Church you pro- 
pose to build, and therefore I think it necessary for me 
to deliver them in writing. Your proposal of the thing 
in vestry, seems to intimate that you design that it shall 
be in such a manner as may regularly fall under the con- 


sideration of that body, which I think it cannot de un- 


less the design is, that both the congregations shall be 
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Church government; otherwise you would make us to 

be felo de se, by contributing to ruin the peace, unity 

and concord of our Church, and gratify the worst mo- 

tive of our enemies. And I see no way that we can 

keep up.this unity, but by making the new Churcha 
Chapel of ease to the old, and both together to be one 

congregation, under one minister or rector, (any other 
minister engaged, besides being his assistant,and acting 
as such) to be also under the same set of Church ward- 

ens and vestrymen, chosen as usual, every one haying a 
vote in the election, &being entitled to bg chosen(if a ma- 
jority shall think fit)by those who have a seat or sitting in 
either of the Churches;and that nothing done by one,sep- 
arate from the other,shall be good and valid. If you keep 
to this unity, I heartily join in recommending the pro- 
moting of it; otherwise 1 am against it, and declare that 
if the vestry consent to promote the building without 
this understanding, we betray our trust, give up the 
unity of the Church, and contribute to promote discord, 
division, and schism init. I hope, gentlemen, as you 
know the condition I am in,* you cannot imagine that I 
have any selfish view in what Isay, If had, I cannot 
enjoy the benefits of it long, and I solemnly declare, that 
the real interests of our holy Church are my sole motive. 
I pray God may direct you to consider in all your con- 
sultations his glory, the good of his Church, and the 
eternal salvation of souls. 


Ronert Jenner. 
There were several reasons operating at the period 


the above letter was written, in favour of the opin- 


ion therein expressed, which at the present time have 
ceased to apply. Among others we would mention, 


the great distance at which the churches here, were 


placed from Episcopal superintendance. As there was 
no bishop in this country, to whom differences of opin- 
ion might be submitted, and who could act as a media- 
tor in healing divisions, there certainly was danger to 
be apprehended in the multiplication of Churches, par- 
ticularly in the same neighbourhood. ‘This appears to 
have been the principal difficulty anticipated by Dr. 
Jenney. Atthe present time, however, this cause does 
not operate, and we believe it is the opinion of the 
most judicious members of our communion; both among 
the clergy, and laity, that associate Churches are not 
friendly tothe proper discharge of parochial duty. It 
is generally admitted, that one single congregation par- 
ticularly such as are found in cities, requires the whole 
attention of aclergyman. ‘To multiply churches un- 
der the care of the same person, therefore, is providing 
more duty than any one man is able to perform. 

This difficulty, it may be thought, is removed by hav- 
ing assistant ministers, who can share the labour. Ex- 
perience, I believe, shows that in most cases assistant 


| ministers,are not enabled to perform many parts of duty, 


which are regarded as belonging more particularly to 
the rector, and which, therefore, remains undone.-— 
There is also a formidable objection to associate church- 
es, arising out of the manner in which the public duties 
of the sacred office are performed. Religious instruc- 
tion, like every other kind, if it be profitable, ought 
to be in such arder that one subject will naturally pre- 
pare the way forthe other. To hear a discourse in the 
morning, upon one point of doctrine, and in the after- 
noon upon another, and on the following Sunday ona 
third, and so to have the mind continually vibrating be- 
tween different topics, will, ina great measure, defeat 
the end of preaching. If there are more than two 
Churches united, another inccnvenience arises, that 
there will be one of them in which the rector is not 
seen, every Sunday, and in neither more than half the 
day. ‘There appears to be no little inconsistency in a 
shepherd having so large a flock, that he cannot visit 
and administer to their necesities, once at least in 
every week. 





* Dr. Jenney was at this time 70 years of age, and 


united in the closest manner in doctrine, discipline, and | afflicted with both paralytic and asthmatic complaints. 
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Captain William Clymer, who died about this time, 
left by his will 1100 to the ministry and vestry of this 
Church; the interest of which, he directed should be 
annually distributed among twelve poor widows, be- 
longing to the congregation. The /100 was laid out, 
and continues in two per cent. 

1759. Mr. Jacob Duche having determined to send 
for his son then at Cambridge in England, who was de- 
signed for the ministry, requested that the vestry would 

the lord bishop of London, that he might be 
admitted into holy orders, and licensed to officiate in 
Philadelphia. In compliance with this request, the 
vestry wrote a letter, praying his lordship to ordain, 
and licence Mr. Duche as an assistant minister in Christ 
Church. In July of this same year, the following let- 
ter was received from the Rev. Jacob Duche, then in 
London, having been admitted to deacon’s orders. 
To the Rev. the Minister, Church Wardens and Vestry- 

men of Christ Church Philadelphia. 

Gentlemen,—I think myself bound in gratitude to 
send = my sincere thanks, for your very kind recom- 
mendation of me to the lord bishop of London for holy 
orders appointing me, at the same time, one of the as- 
sistant ministers of your Churches at Philadelphia.— 
Before the receipt of your letters and address, his lord- 
ship had been graciously pleased, notwithstanding my 
want of age, to grant me deacon’s orders, with a licence 
to exercise my function in the province of Pennsylvania, 
as well in consequence of my recommendatory letters 
from Philadelphia, and my testimonials from the Uni- 
versity of Cambridge, as at the particular instance and 
request of my late worthy tutor, the Provost of the Col- 
lege of Pennsylvania. Young as I am, persons as young 
have been admitted into orders, yet as I could not have 
claimed these singular favours from the rules on some oc- 
casion prescribed by the church,or from any extraordi- 
nary merit of my own, shall ever acknowledge them with 
the sincerest gratitude ;and shall spare no pains, in the ex- 
ercise of my ministerial Cuty at Philadelphia, well know- 
ing that this will be the best step I can take, towards 


discharging the obligations Iam under to my lord of 


London and to you. 
Tam gentlemen, 
with all due respect, 
your most humble servant. 
Jacos Ducue, Clerk. 

London, March 15th 1759. 

Mr. Duche arrived in Philadelphia in September, 
and was immediately received by the minister and ves- 
try, as one of their assistant ministers. 


REVOLUTIONARY LETTERS AND PAPERS. 
( Continued from page 344. vol. 3d._) 
Gx. Maxwett Tro Gen. Lacey. 

Dear General—I have wrote to you once this day; but 
I believe you have not received it. I could wish to see 
you here this evening to talk of some matters of conse- 
quence. I beg will come, if possible, I have heard, 
but do not much believe it, that a large party had come 
out from town, up the Bristol road. _ I will send a few 
horse to fall in pretty low down. This night I wish you 
might send to the same road, for intelligence. 1 meta 
small party of yours near the Billet; and 1 thought it was 
best they should go down and discover what they could. 
I would be glad to know why you was stopping your 
—- 1 ae peas His Excellency Gen. Washington has 
orde you should be under my direction. I want 
to see you much, Iam, dear general, 

Your most humble servant, 

Gen. Lacey. WM. MAXWELL, B. G. 

Sun-down, May 9th, 1778. 


Gre. Maxwett to Gren. Lacey, 
Dear General—-While I was writing to you this even- 
ing, and to his Excellency, and had sent on the troops, 
some rain came on, and it threatened to be a wet night 











—they put up on the hill at one of the M‘Lean’s. We 
purpose filing off between day light and sunrise; and 
the old man purposes to bring us do 

house to the cross-roads. I expect to be with you tol- 
erable early. Try to get some provisions for me. I have 
seen a deserter out o 

sailors this morning that returned from Bordentown.— 


wn by the meeting- 


town to-day, that saw some of the 


Possibly there may be some yet near Bordentown. Try 


to have good intelligence as soon as possible. I pur- 


pose sending this by a light horse in the morning. The 


deserter says England has declared war against France. 


I am, dear general, 
Your most humble servant, 
Brig. Gen. Lacey, WM. MAXWELL. 
at Cross-Roads. 
10th May, 1778, 9 o'clock 
Grey. Maxwett Tro Gen. Lacer. 
Dear General—The party with the cannon is now 14 


miles from me, refreshing themselves. I have sent your 
party, that was here, to South Wales meeting house; 


who are to stay there and watch the roads, and send us 
intelligence, till further orders. I have sent the light 
horse for the artillery; and will come on as soon as they 


atrive. If you have any intelligence, send it to me; and 


spare no pains to procure such as may be depended up- 
on. Send me one of the light horse back immediately, 
with what intelligence you have. 
I am, dear general, 
Your most humble servant, 
Gen. Lacey. WM. MAXWELL. 


y 
11th May, 1778, 11 o’clock. 


Grex. Maxwe.t To Gen. Lacey. 
Latham’s tavern, half past two. 

Dear General—I have your favor of one o’clock, and 
find by it the enemy is returned to the city. We have 
no further business here. I will return to the Cross- 
roads this evening. I wish you and your party could 
come near us, somewhere near Hart’s, that I might see 
you this evening. I am afraid the enemy may have some 
designs, possibly on our camp. I have got some flour— 
I wish you could direct me where I could get some pork 
or beef. I heard there was some near Doylestown. If 
you have any there that you can spare, send me notice. 

I am, dear general, 
Your most humble servt., 
Gen. Lacey. WM. MAXWELL. 
11th May, 1778. _— 
Gen. WasuincTon To Grex. Lacer. 
Head Quarters, Valley Forge, May 11, 1778. 

Sir—Brigadier General Petter’s return from the west- 
ward, affords me an opportunity of relieving you in the 
command of the Pennsylvania militia; which must have 
been fatiguing, considering the smallness of your num- 
bers, and the constant motion which you have conse- 
quently been obliged to be in. 

As General Potter is in a great measure a stranger to 
the country, and to the people among whom he is to 
act, I shall be obliged to you if you will remain with 
him a few days, to give him a general idea of the roads; 
and to make him acquainted with those upon whom he 
can depend as guides, for intelligence, and for other 
purposes. 1am, sir, 

Your most obdt. servt. 
GO; WASHINGTON. 
Brig. Gen. Lacey, 

Bucks county. 

Timoruy Matiacx, Ese. tro Ger. Lacey. 
Lancaster, May 16, 1778. 
Sir—The bearer hereof delivered to the President 


your letter of the 4th inst.* and now calls for an answer; 





*Giving an account of the surprise, at the Billet, in 


nearly the same terms with that to Gen. Wash ington; 
and therefore omitted. 
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but as the Council have just received intelligence from 
the westward which makes it necessary to give immedi- 
ate attention to the defence of that quarter, against the 
Indians—several people having been killed on the Bald 
Eagle—I have, therefore, not detained the messenger 
as there is no material order to be given. Your conduct 
is highly approved: and your men have justly acquired 
great reputation by their bravery. 
Iam, with great respect, 
Your friend and hble. servt. 
TY. MATLACK, Sec’y. 
One class of Philadelphia county militia is ordered to 
join you—the first order having, it seems, not been 
comptied with. 
Brig. Gen. Lacey. 
Gen. Lacey To Gen. WasutncrTon. 
Bucks, June 6th, 1778. 
Sir—The militia are free, and leave this to-morrow 
morning; except thirteen men from Bucks, and about 
ten from Philadelphia county, just arrived. Application 
is made by the President of Bucks county Sessions for 
a party of men to bring the prisoners, sent to Easton by 
the Magistracy of this county, to Plumstead township, 
where June Court is to be held next week. I have 
thought proper to order these two little parties on the 
above business; as the prisoners are numerous—I believe 
upwards of thirty: and chiefly market people. 
This post is now left entirely naked; but Iam told 
some more militia are on their way. 
I remain, sir, with respect, 
Your Excellency’s most obdt. hbl. servt. 
His Ex. Gen. Wasuineron. J. LACEY. 


Grey. Lacry To THE Cotonets OF HIS BricapeE. 


(Circular. ) 
June 22d, 1778. 

Sir—His Excellency Gen. Washington requests a par- 
ty of Militia from Bucks county may be collected and 
marched into the Jersey’s, to hang on, and harrass the 
rearofthe enemy. This request he made to Col. Kirk- 
bride; which the Colonel made me acquainted with this 
evening—and I join heartily with him to carry it into 
execution; and call upon you to lend a hand, by calling 
upon your battalion to stand forth this once, and share 
the laurels just ready to be gathered, by the total over- 
throw of our cruel enemies. 

You will, sir, (I most ardently beg,) call upon your 
battalion to turn out as volunteers for a few days. They 
will meet me, next day after to-morrow at Doylestown; 
where they shall have such necessaries as I have, or can 

rocure for them. They are to bring their own arms, 
eciaie &e. if they have any. Let every officer come. 
Pray exert yourself night and day. Spare no pains; as 
this is the finishing strokes Send the men by two’s 
and three’s, as you get them ready; and they can be 
embodied when they arrive at Doylestown. Send me 
word, also, what success you meet with. 

I am, sir, 
Your most humble servant, 

To Cols. Keller, Roberts, J. LACEY. 

Toombs, & M‘Ilvaine. 


(The correspondence of the campaign of 1778 here 
terminates; and does not appear to be resumed until 
the year 1780.] 


Prestipent Rexzp To Gen. Lacey, 

Dear Sir—You will please to proceed with all dis- 
patch to Bucks county, to forward the troops demand- 
ed by his Excellency Gen. Washington from that coun- 
ty. In the equipment you will issue such order of im- 
press for wagons, horses, blankets, arms and accoutre- 
ments, as you shall judge necessary at this important 
crisis; and to which all officers, civil and military, will 
yield due obedience, as they will answer the contarry 
at their peril. You will then proceed to Berks county, 
for the same purpose, and with the like powers, After 
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seeing the men in proper forwardness, you will then re- 
turn to this city for further consultation on the measures 
necessary for the troops—and in the mean time you will 
give such directions to Col. Farmer, the Commissary of 
the state, and to the Deputy Quarter Master, with res- 
pect to your stores, and the transportation of your bag- 
gage, as you judge necessary and suitable to your rank. 
I am, sir, 
Your obdt. and very hble. servt. 

TheHon. Gen. Lacey. JOS. REED, Pres’t. 
Philadelphia, August 1, 1780. 





PresipENtT REED To H Ww. » Esa. 

Sir—Having expressed myself so fully to you and 
Mr. T. upon the necessity of procuring a number of hor- 
ses, I am not a little surprized that you should have dis- 
charged those that had been taken under the direction 
of Gen. Lacey; and I cannot help considering it as ad- 
ding to my embarrassments at a time when you gave 
me reason to expect assistance. 

It is much to be wished that gentlemen in public of- 
fice, who, from motives of compassion, or a fear of of- 
fending, cannot take part in these necessary measures, 
would on such occasions avoid any interference; and 
leave persons of more decision to proceed. The Legis- 
lature having vested a power of declaring Martial Law 
in us, Tapprehend you had not authority to counteract 
the orders given; which were to send such. horses as 
were taken immediately down to this place, for the ac- 
commodation of the militia, about to march agreeably 
to Gen. Washington’s order. It will bea great disap- 
pointment if they do not come down, and will threw us 
all in confusion. As Mr.T. and yourself,by my accounts, 
discharged all the horses, after taken, I must esteem you 
accountable for them. _It is no season for such lax and 
indecisive measures; and you will probably ere long, if 
the enemy are not driven from the country, experience 
that though temporizing measures appear at first view 
easy and desirable, they are ruinous in the end. You 
have already done enough, and have property enough, 
to make you an object of the vengeance of the enemy, 
and their tory adherents; and if you do not secure your- 
self by your exertions, you have little to expect from 
their lenity or gratitude. I should not have said thus 
much if I did not feel myself much hurt, and the public 
service injured, by giving way to a little clamour, after 
the most odious and difficult part of the business was 
done. I am, sir, 

Your obt. hble. servt. 
JOS. REED. 











H Ww , Esq. 
Bucks county. 


Philadelphia, August 11, 1780. 


Gry. Lacey To Presipent Reep. 
Trenton, August 14, 1780. 

Dear Sir—I received your Excellency’s letter of the 
13th [this letter is missing] this morning, by serjeant 
Judon. I arrived at this place last evening; and a few 
militia, both from Philadelphia county and Bucks, had 
gotin before me. They are now quartered on the in- 
habitants, in the town. They continue coming in from 
those counties; and 1 find many of them are without 
arms. 

The stores here are very trifling indeed. TheCommissa- 
ry this moment informed me he had issued every pound 
of flesh he had in possession, to the militia who had arri- 
ved; and that his expectations of a future supply were 
very gloomy. He had written to some of the contract- 
ors in this neighbourhood, and the answers from them 
were all unfavorabe. If¢gar we must starve, unless sup- 
plied from Pennsylvania. There is a pretty good bank 
of short forage, and some hay, in'store. There is not 
one quarter-master with the militia; nor one field offi- 
cer yet arrived. The men come in small squads, and 
appear very awkward, and out of order; however, I will 
endeavor to organize them as fast as I can. Ihave been 
on the ground back of Lamberton, and think it very 
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suitable for a camp, so shall order the troops to encamp | see in the papers. They have appointed several com- 
there. The camp kettles have all been sent on from | mittees for ways and means to raise supplies for the 
this place to camp; therefore we must be supplied from year 1781; which by an estimate we sent in to them a- 
Philadelphia. | mounts to £900,000* specie. We have a very full board; 
I am, with respect and esteem, &c. | all the members attending except yourself,& Mr.White- 
J. LACEY. hill. From all the accounts we are able to get by Paul 
Jones, we may expect the warin America will be prosc- 
cuted by Britain with greater vigor than since the Rev- 
Grn, Lacty TO Prestpent Reen. olution. 2,500 British are arrived at North Carolina 
Trenton, August 15th, 1780. | under Provost; and 10,000 more were certainly under 
Dear Sir—Since I wrote you yesterday I have been a | orders for other parts of America, in November last. 
second time on the ground back of Lamberton, and f am afraid it will be June before we shall be able to 
have changed my sentiments with respect to encamping | get the Pennsylvania Line recruited. 
there. The ground is very good; but there is no wa- | does not go on so well as I could wish for. 
ter, except from the river, near it—and the militia will | too many instances dislike their officers. 
be very much displeased if they are obliged to drink | ments to all friends, and am 
the river water—so I have now fixed on the open | Your most humble servant, 
ground, a little south of Trenton; where I am told there | The Hon. Gen. Lacry. WM. MOORE. 
is good water plenty. I was with Col. Coxe, and Col. Council Chamber, February 21, 1781. 
Farmer, yesterday; and find them very obliging. Col. |} ———~ 
Farmer was with me on the encamping ground both *This estimate appears to be double the amount men- 
times. Col. Coates came here last evening, from Phil- | tioned in the letter of the 14th. 
adelphia, and informs me the troops are coming on fast 
from the county and city; and I also expect they are 
coming from Bucks. It alarms me exceedingly to think Camp, near Bottom’s Bridge, Aug. 15, 1781. 
we shall have so many men here, and not a mouthful of | © Dear Sir—I had the pleasure of addressing you on 
provision to give them, except flour. I think it my du-| the 13th June; since which 1 have to acknowledge the 
ty to mention the melancholy fact to you, that some-| receipt of your’s of the 19th July, and 25th, enclosing 
thing may be done; for, depend upon it, the militia will | several newspapers; for which be pleased to accept my 
be very uneasy without provisions—and the consequen- | hearty thanks. The various marches and counter 
ces that may happen, I cannot foretell. There is much | marches have prevented my writing to you as often as I 
grumbling among them already, respecting the great | could have wished. 
difference in their pay. I cannot learn that there are| Since my letter to you, a material change has taken 
two counties in the state alike; and I fear, without a reg- | place in the Pennsylvania Line. The action of the 6th 
ulation in that matter, we shall be troubled with them. ult. at the Green Springs, together with the customary 
But provision is now the great object. Perhaps an or- | casualties of hard and severe marching, rendered it ab- 
der from Council, to the purchasers in Pennsylvania, to | solutely necessary to reduce one of our battalions: ac- 
send forward meat to this place, would be advisable. cordingly an incorporation took place, and we are at 
I am, with real esteem and respect, present formed into two battalions. 
Your Excellency’s most obdt. servt. Long ere this you have received the particulars of 
J. LACEY. that action. It is therefore almost needless to say any 
His Ex. President Rerp. thing on that head. The vast superiority of the enemy 
— obliged the small corps that attacked them, (which was 
Vicx-Presipent Moore To Gen. Lacey. nearly all composed of Pennsylvanians, ) to retire pre- 
Council Chamber, Oct. 16,1780. | cipitately. There was a disproportion of about four for 
Sir—Tuesday the 17th inst. being the general mus-| one againstus. The British troops were formed just in 
tering of the city militia, and the districts adjoining, | front of theirencampmcent, in elegant order. Our men 
you are therefore required to review them in Brigade; | were encumbered with packs, and greatly fatigued. It 
and all persons concerned are hereby directed to obey | is a miracle to me how we escaped as well as we did. I 
you accordingly. lam, sir, with great respect, hope the next brush we have, we shall be more equally 
Your humble servant, | matched, The second battalion was that day comman- 
WM. MOORE, Vice-President. | ded by me. My Major was Mr. T. Moore—we both had 
Hon Gen. Lacey, Pres’t. | our horses shot. Mine is since dead of the wound. 
_ The enemy at present are landed up the York 
Vice-Presipent Moorr To Gen. Lacey. | river, at York and Gloucester. Brig. Gen. O’Hara is re- 
Philadelphia, February 14,1781. _| ported to have command at Portsmouth. The Marquis, 
Dear Sir—I received your’s of the 12th inst. Should | with his detachment, has crossed the Pamunky river; and 
there be any necessity of your returning to Council,* | we remain at this place, waiting his orders. We were 
you may be assured I shall give you timely notice. We | on our march towards Gen. Greene; but this movement 
have a full board at present. ‘The news from General | of the enemy has recalled us. What tlte intentions of 
Morgan bas putus in great spirits, It is certainly the | Lord Cornwallis are, we are at aloss to determine. Va- 
most brilliant affair that has happened during this con-| rious conjectures have arisen. Baltimore, it was thought 
test; and in its consequences I hope will be productive | by some, would be his object; while others conjectured 
of advantages to the general cause little inferior to the | he would send part of his force to the relief of New- 
convention of Saratoga. . | York, and the remainder to Charleston. How his ope- 
We have no news more than what is in the papers ac- | rations will be, we know not for certain. I shall take it 
companying this. The Assembly made a house yester- | as a particular favor, you will continue sending me the 
day: we have laid plenty of business before them.—| newspapers; and give me the northern intelligence. 


His Ex. President Rexp. 


That business 
The menin 
My compli- 


Cort. Harman To Gen. Lacey. 


£450,000 specie, or money equivalent, will necessarily { am, dear sir, 
be wanted for the year 1781. Your obliged friend and hble. servt. 
Excuse haste, yours, &c. Brig. Gen. Lacey. JOS. HARMAR. 
Gen. Lacey. W. MOORE. — 
o~ Vice-Presipent Moone to Gen. Lacey. 
Vicr-Presmpent Moone To Gen. Lacey. In Council, Sept. 26, 1781. 
Dear Sir—I received your’s of the 19thinst. The As-| Dear Sir—I received your’s dated yesterday, and one 


sembly have passed no other laws than what you will | from the President, dated the 24th inst. We have no 


other news than what you will see in the papers here- 
*Gen. Lacey was at that time a member of Council. with sent you. 
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We have sent orders for the Chester militia not to 
march; but to hold themselves in readiness to proceed 
to Newtown at a minutes notice. Col. Anderson, of 
Bucks county, has sent for some commissions for officers 
in the militia of that county. They are directed to your 
care. You will please to forward them. I wish you a 
pleasant campaign, 


eS 


and am, your most hble. servt. 
WM. MOORE. 


General Lacey, 
at Newtown. 


SAME TO THE SAME. 


In Council, Sept. 27, 1781. 
Dear Sir—I received yours of yesterday’s date. Nei- | 

ther the Board of War, nor the Council, are in posses- | 
sion of any of the Articles of War, or Baron Steuben’s | 
Exercise. ‘The President of Congress received yester- | 
day an express from Gen. Washington, dated Williams- 
burgh, 15th inst. mentioning that every thing was get- 
ting ready to attack Cornwallis. The minister likewise | 
received a letter from Count de Grasse, informing of the | 
junction of Admiral Barras’ squadron, and the driving | 
the British fleet from the Capes of Virginia. The 
French suffered but little in the engagement. The Iris 
and Richmond slipt in to cut the buoys of the French | 
fleet; but were both taken without effecting their de- 
sign. My compliments to the President, and am 

Your most hble. servt. 

WM. MOORE, V. Pres’t. 

Gen. Lacey, at Newtown, 


SAME TO THE SAME. 


dn Council, Sept. 28, 1781. 








Dear Sir—I received your’s, and the President’s of | The Hon. Brig. Ge be 


yesterday, and laid the same before the President of 
Congress. All the spare arms in the city will not do 
more than arm those that are expected to turn out on 
this occasion. Orders are just gone off to the militia, 
horse and foot, of Chester county, to march to New- 


town. ‘The city militia, horse and foot, wiil hold them- | 


selve in readiness to march on a minute’s notice. Mr. 
Morris will undertake to supply the militia with provis- 
ions. Commodore Hazlewood will come to Newtown 
for that purpose. Your’s, &e. 
WM. MOORE, V. Pres’t. 

Gen. Lacey, at Newtown. 

Every preparation is making as though we were cer- 
tain that the enemy are in motion for this city. 


SaME TO THE SAME. 
In Council, Sept. 28, 1781. 


ry Crispin, with two ofthis day’s paper; since which we 
have ordered the city and district militia, and troops of 
light horse, to march immediately. The law gives them | the militia do not return. Mr. M—— thinks if they 


three days, after orders, before they begin their march;| could go home in time, so as to take the Election in 





city militia meeting to march yesterday; and we shall 
endeavor to stop the Chester men, who set out this mor- 

ning. Assoon as | received M‘Calla’s letter I sent for 

Hazlewood, and find he had receiyed orders from Mr. 

Morris to take the directions of the Council last Satur- 

day in writing. ‘They unluckily deferred it till my re- 

turn; and then, not having mentioned it, the matter has 

lain over till this day atnoon. I then gave him an ore 
der to provide tem day’s rations for 2000 men, and to go 
up immediately to make arrangements, which he has 
promised. But as I feared you might want in the inte- 
rim, I send you by the light horseman £100. As you 
will stand charged for these sums, you will be careful to 
take vouchers for your discharge. 

The intelligence you give of the good disposition of 
the officers is very pleasing; and with proper care and 
industry I think every thing will go well. But you must 
keep the good humour up; which you will easily do.— 
Arms are preparing for you. Having been confined to 
my chamber, and chiefly to my bed, by a very painful, 
but not a dangerous complaint; I have been taking phy- 
sick to-day, and shall be well to-morrow—but must 
close my letter. 

I approve of the Bucks people being mustered as you 
propose; but Sterrett cannot come up before the next 


| day after to-morrow. 


I have not been to Council; so that nothing is fixed 
for the allowance of light horsemen on command; but I 
believe you may depend ona dollar per day in the coun- 
try, if they find themselves every thing—10s. in town. 

I am, dear general, 
Your sincere friend and hble. servt. 
JOS. REED. 
Philadelphia, Oct. 1, 1781, 4 o’clock, P.M. 


| Laczey, Newtown. 
PRESIDENT REED ro Gen. Lacey. 
Philadelphia, Oct. 3, 1781, 4 o’clock, P.M. 
Dear General, 1 have just received your favor of this 
day. The condition of the Lancaster militia is really 
| distressing; and I much wonder that the Licutenant 
| should permit them to march in such a condition. We 
have no arms here, Mr. Moore having last week deliv- 


| ered all in the store to our militia of the town, and after 
this, you know, there is no recovering them. Colonel 
Ross called yesterday to inform me that he had a bat- 
talion of 600 in the same naked condition: upon 
which, after conferring with Dr. Gardner and the Vice- 
President, we concluded to order them back—not dis- 
charging them, but directing them to be in readiness. 
In the mean time we will try what arms can be procu- 
red. Iam of opinion it will be best to do the same by 
Dear Sir—I wrote to you this morning, by Commissa- | these, and will send Sterrett up to muster them. We 
were the more induced to do this, as the Election will 
fall into the hands of the unfriendly to government, if 


so that it will be Sunday or Monday before any of them | their way, before they disperse, it would be favorable. 


will set off. The militia, horse and foot, of Chester 


You will see Sterrett to-morrow. C 





» and his as- 
county, will be ordered (by express to set off this after- | sociates at the other house, are counteracting your mea- 
noon) to proceed directly to Newtown. Judge Atlee | sure of last week. Could you not fall on some measure 
set off this morning for Lancaster, by whom we wrote to | to get him down here, and I will take care he does not 
Colonel Hubley, to march off immediately the militia, | return. You can direct him to name a deputy or ap- 
horse and foot, to Newtown, if not already gone. The | point some one yourself. You may tell him he is want- 
expresses to Chester and Philadelphia county for wag- | ed, and to bring the returns with him. I sent a letter 
gons, will go off this afternoon, The order for Bucks | similar tothe enclosed to Col. Ross. You can /fill up 
county is enclosed to you. My compliments to the | the superscription of this, and send it to the Lieutenant 
President. Your humble servant, | Colonel of the Battalion. You will hear from me to- 
Gen. Lacey. WM. MOORE, V. Pres’t. morrow—so that I have only time to say that 
— Lam, dear sir, 
Your ass’d friend and hble. servt. 
JOS. REED. 
} 


Presipent Reep ro Gen. Lacey, 
Dear General—I have received both your favors of | Gen. Lacey. 
this morning, which you did well to send separately, as | 
every one expects to see the intelligence. The delay Crement Bropte tro Gen. Lacey. 
of the enemy satisfies me more and more of this State | Philadelphia, October 11, 1781. 
not being the object of their design; as our prepara-| Dear General, As I expect you will soon receive or- 
_ tions must be known tothem. I have prevented the! ders from Council for the dismission of the militia, I re- 
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quest you to direct Mr. Rodman to receive all the camp 
equipage or other stores that may be turned in, to take 
an account of them, and have them safely stored till 
they can be removed, and that he transmit an account of 
them to me. I am, dear general, 

Your obdt. servant, 

CLEMENT BIDDLE, Q. M. G. P. M. 
Hon. Gen. Lacey, Newtown. 
Vicx-PrEesipENT Moore To Gen. Lacey. 

In Council, Oct. 12, 1781. 

Dear General—The accounts the President of Con- 
gress has received from the vicinity of York, are that 
the enemy are embarking a considerable number of 
troops, supposed for Chesapeake; if they fail of getting 
in there, probably a part, if not the whole, will proceed 
to Charleston. ‘The Council have thought proper to dis- 
charge the militia now collected at Newtown: and en- 
closed you have a resolution for that purpose. You’ll 
please to inform them that the Council thank them for 
their readiness in turning out on this occasion, 

Letters are likewise received by Congress from Gen. 
Washington, dated Oct. 1. Onhis approach to York 
the enemy retired from all their outworks, and confined 
themselves within their lines: where they are bombard- 
ed and cannonaded*incessantly. I hope in a fortnight 
at farthest, Cornwallis and all his crew will fall. Upon 
the discharge of the militia l suppose you will go the 
New Mills—hope your stay there will be short, as your 
attendance in Council will be as necessary as agreeable 
to Your most hble. servant, 

WM. MOORE, V. Pres’t. 
Gen. Lacey, Newtown. 
In Councrt. 
Philadelphia, October 12th, 1781. 

The Council having received such information con- 
cerning the movements of the enemy, as renders it im- 
probable that their present designs tend immediately 
against this State; and the Council being anxiously desi- 
rous to avoid, as much as possible, the great inconve- 
niency arising from a continuance of the militia in the 
field longer than is unavoidably necessary for the de- 
fence of the State:—Ordered, that the militia now at 
Newtown be discharged: and that General Lacey bedi- 
rected to issue, in general orders, the thanks of the Vice 
President and Council to the said militia for the readi- 
ness with which they have taken the field, for the de- 
fence of the commonwealth, at atime of such imminent 
danger from an enemy, who, despairing of conquest, 
were spreading fire and desolation through such parts 
of the States as were unfortunately within their power— 
and assure them, that as they had been on this occasion 
called into the field in consequence of the designs of the 
enemy against the State, so there was reason to suppose 
that the patriotic readiness with which the freemen of 
the State appeared in arms had a happy effect in pre- 
venting the intended invasion. 

Extract from the Minutes. 
TY. MATLACK, Sec’y. 
To Brigadier General 
Lacey, Newtown. 





LAW-CASE. 


District Court of the United States—Eastern District of 
Pennsylvania. 
Recompense Hand and others vs. The schooner Elvira 
and Cargo. 
ON A CLAIM OF SALVAGE—JApril 14, 1829. 

Horxrnson, Judge.—This is a claim of salvage by the 
owners and crew of the pilot boat Leo for service ren- 
dered to the schooner Elvira, by which it is alleged she 
was relieved from great danger and distress, and 
brought safely into the Port of Philadelphia. 

A correct and careful understanding of the facts of 
the case is peculiarly indigpensable to a just decision of 


| of it; for every claim of this description turns on its 
own circumstances. The argument of the counsel for 
the libellants, has been mainly raised on the statement 
published in a paper of this city, and furnished by John 
Seabury, the second mate of the Eiira, whieh narrates 
the occurrences of the voyage in the usual animated 
and exaggerated style of such communications, made 
for the public and not for the more accurate purposes 
ofa judicial {enquiry. I cannot receive this publication 
as any evidence of the facts statedin it. John Seabury 
was examined as a witness on behalf of the respondent; 
what therefore he had said or published at another 
time, was properly admitted to impeach or test his cred- 
ibility; and so far and no farther, was it legal evidence. 
Ifa witness at another time has given an account of 
a transaction different from that given at the trial, he 
may be impeached by proving what he has said at ano- 
ther time on the question of his credit: but you cannot 
substitute the other account in the place of that which 
you had discredited, making it thus the evidence of the 
cause. In this case the difference is rather in the force 
of the expressions used—inthe colouring of the descrip- 
tions, in swelling exaggerations, than in matter of fact 
and essential importance. In a seaman’s protest and 
reports the waves arc always mountain high, the winds 
never less than a hurricane and the peril of life general- 
ly impending. There may be some pride of authorship 
in these compositions, and the writer may aim to exhib- 
it his power and style in describing dangers. I will 
take the facts as they have been given by the witnesses 
examined here; and there is no material variance be- 
tween those on the one side and on the other, when 
they speak of the same transactions. 

The Elvira sailed from St. Augustine, in Florida, on 
the 8th day of February last, loaded with live oak for 
the Navy Yard at Norfolk, and bound for that port.— 
She had on board the Captain, a first mate, a second 
mate, two hands before the mast, two cabin passen- 
gers, and seven steerage passengers, who had been em- 
ployed in cutting the live oak. . From the 8th to the 

| 2ist of February, nothing eccurred that was remarka- 
ble; but on the 2lst the schooner was knocked down 
on her beam ends; about eight o'clock, A. M. they cut 
away the mainmast; the schooner righted and fell off 
before the wind. On the 22d, they cut away the staun- 
cheons and hove the deck-load overboard, part of 
which had been previously washed off. On the morn- 
| ing of the 23d, the foremast was carried away. They 
then rigged two jury-masts, and determined to put inte 
the first port in the United States. They could man- 
age the schooner with the jury-mast pretty well, so that 
they could steer an eight point course. 

From the 23d of February to the 13th of March we 
bave no regular or continued account of the occurren- 

ces that happened: it seems that the schooner had been 
blown off and had been navigated as above stated—It is 
important to be here noticed that the eect of the gale 
was confined to the destruction of her masts and rigging; 
her hull does not appear to have received any injury; 
when she was knocked down onthe 21st, she took in a- 
bout 3 feet of water,but after she righted and was got be- 
fore the wind she was cleared of this water by the pumps 
and leaked very little-about fifteen strokes in two hours; 
and this came through the deck. 

From the 21st of February to the 6th of March, the 
first mate says they were much fatigued, but after that 
they were better and thought themselves safe .On the6th 
of March a man was washed overboard by shipping a 
heavy sea, which did not burt the vessel. 

On the 13th of March they fell in with the Schooner 
Milo bound from Carolina to New York, and put on 
board of her the two cabin passengers, and two of the 
steerage passengers, who, I think it was said, wanted 
to go to New York. From the Milo they received 
some bread and beef, which it seems was all the assis- 
tance they thought they wanted at that time. On the 
14th of March they spoke a ship from round the Horn 
belonging to Nantucket, but required nothing from her. 
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13th of March they saw several vessels but did not 
speak them. During tlie period mentioned it was blow- 


ing heavy a considerable part of the time: and asan ex-' 


cuse for neglecting her logbook he says they had e- 
nough to keep the ship from going to the bottom.— 
This was between the 23d of February and the 6th of 
March, after which he says they thought themselves 
safe. On the 17th of March at night they made the 
lights en the Highlands, and but for an unfortunate 
change of the wind a few hours would have brought 
them to New York. But the wind came round to the 
westward, andthe Elvira unable to get to New York 
bore away for Cape Henry, her original destination; on 
the morning ef the 19th they saw a schoener to the west 
of them about 6 miles—at 11 o’clock the wind died 
away calm. Inthe afternoon about 2 o’clock (Simon 
Palmer, the Pilot, says about four o’clock) they sawa 
small schooner to the westward which they took to be 
a pilot boat, and proved to be the Leo; she was steering 
on the wind, SSE. and the Elvira about WSW. ‘The 
Pilot boat made one tack and fetched them, run across 
their bow—launched a boat and came on beard. There 
is no material difference, I may say none of any kind, 
between the narration of the witness and that of J. Pal- 
mer, one of the Pilots; Palmer says the weather was 
suspicious, that the sun was about crossing the line, 
and they generally look fora breeze. But the fact was 
that the weather was gebdd and so continued throughout 
the service: The situation of the Elvira at the time 
that she fell in with the Leo was that her masts and rig- 
ging were gone, but they had replaced them by jury- 
masts and sails under which she had navigated the 
ocean for three weeks—had been blown off the coast 
and returned to it, and by the aid of which she would 


have safely entered the port ef New York but for a cri- | 


tical change of the wind, and with which she was at 
that moment making her way under free sail for Cape 
Henry her place of destination: whether she would 
have reached there we cannot positively say. but we 
have had no accountof the wind or weather to render it 
improbable :I confess I am not without some doubt wheth 

erin such circumstances the captain of the Elvira was 
justified in'coming to Philadelphia at all, and whether it 
was not his duty to pursue his course to Norfolk. He 
thought otherwise and may have been right; at any rate 
he asked and accepted the service of the libellants to 
to bring him to Philadelphia, and he is bound to pay 
for it~what was the service in relation to those who ef- 
fered it and who claim te be remunerated for it, is now 
to be decided. When the Leo saw the Elvira the I.eo 
was running with a free wind to her harbour within the 
Capes of Delaware for the night. Jeremiah Bennet 
first discovered the schooner from the masthead. ‘The 
Leo, of her own accord, uncalled for by any signal from 
the Elvira, not knowing of her distress, and perhaps 
supposing she wanted a pilot (for the Leo was a pilot 
boat then actually cruising in her vocation), immediate- 
ly beat towards the Elvira, making signal fer her.— 
These signals were answered by the Elvira—who was 
between 30 and 40 miles outside of the Capes. When 
the Leo came up with the Flvira she was under low sail, 
the longest mast not above twenty feet long; she had 
two masts up with temporary sails. When the pilot 
came on board the enquiry was not about any danger 
or distress on board the Elvira, but the usual salutation, 
‘‘Where are you frem, and where bound.” The answer 
was, ‘From St. Augustine, East Florida, bound to Nor- 
folk.” The pilot then asked the master of the Elvira if 
he did not want to go into the Capes of Delaware.— 
The head mate Seabury, says, “The pilot asked if we 
wanted the assistance of the boat.”? Simeon Palmer did 
not go on board the Elvira, and testifies nothing of this 
part of the transaction. A negociation commenced for 
taking the Elvira into the Delaware, the pilots having 
declined to take her to New York or Cape Henry, as 
the captain desired, and a line is given from the Elvira 
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Delaware, the Leo towing the Elvira, but assisted by 
her sails. The witnesses differ a few hours about the 
time they came to anchor within the Capes, but there is 
no dispute that the weather was good, the night light; 
and no dificulty, danger or fatigue in the navigation.— 
Palmer Says, ‘‘We towed the schooner along very eas- 
ily.” During the day of the 20th, the wind being un- 
favourable, they remained at their anchorage within the 
Capes. They left there on the 21st in the morning— 
anchored about three miles belew Reedy Island—no 
wind— got under weigh niext morning (22) about 8 o’ 
clock, and about 2 or 3 o’clock of the same day came to 
a little above the Point House,—that is about three 
miles from the city,—and were at the wharf in the 
evening. Both of the mates assert that the Elvira had. 
on board, when the Leo came to her, fifteen days of 
provisions of bread, beef and water, although their al- 
lowance had been reduced. 

Such are the leading facts of the case, and itis by 

them that the claim of the libellants must be decided. — 
The first question made is, whether the official charac- 
ter of the libellants, they being pilots of the bay and 
river Delaware, made it their duty to do all they have 
done for the relief of the Elvira; and whether, under 
these circumstances, they can present themselves be- 
fore the Court as salvers? Ihave no difficulty on this 
point, ner has it been insisted upon by the council of 
the respondent, although very fully argued for the li- 
bellants. ‘The law makes the true discrimination. That 
which the pilet does in the ordinary course of his duty, 
can never be made the foundation ofa claim for salvage; 
and the difficulty and exertion being more or less in 
such a case, can make no difference. He takes his 
| chance for such hazards—he knows he must be expos- 
ed to them, and it must be presumed that his official 
compensation is calculated on the probability of such 
exposures. He cannot be at the same time and inthe 
|same acta pilot and a salvor; but he may become the 
| latter for service beyond the limits of the duty of the 
|former. Ifa pilot is not on board a vessel to bring her 
into poit, a violent wind arises, and she is threatened 
with a casting upon the shore, assuredly it is the duty 
of the pilot to exert his utmost Iabor and skill to pre- 
| serve her, and for se doing he could not set up a claim 
| for compensation as asalvor, On the other hand cases 
| haye occurred, and many may be imagined, in which 
| the assistance rendered by a pilot is clearly beyond that 
| which could have been required of him by his efficial 
| duty, which, as Sir William Scott says, ‘‘may exalt a 
| pilotage service into something of a salvage service.” — 
| 1 consider this case to be one of that description, and 
that the libellants are entitled to compensation for the 
assistance given to the Elvira, according to the circum- 
stances of the case and the principles of law applicable 
to it. Whether a seaman can in any case become a sal- 
vor for services rendered to his ship inany extremity of 
danger er distress, is another question upon which { do 
not give my opinion. Great Judges have differed a- 
bout it, but it is clear that a seaman is much more close- 
ly bound to a ship than a pilot, and his duties to her 
are far more extensive, permanent and severe, 

In deciding a case of this sort where every thing is 
left to the discretion of the Judge, I would not exer- 
cise the discretion arbitrarily: but hold it under the 
control of judicial principles and precedents. Itis true, 
it is difficult to find, or fix a rule by which to measure 
the quantum of salvage. Circumstances vary se infi- 
nately in the degree of danger, in the, extent and risk 
of the service, in the value of the property, in the con- 
duct and merit of the salvors, that a standard cannot be 
| established to govern every case that occurs, nor even 
| for classes of cases. There are nevertheless, some gen- 

eral principles and precedents which have grown out of 
the experience of Courts and afford strong lights to 
| guide us in any new case. 


| Uwillas bricfly asit may be done, take a review of 
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, ‘ i is hail | 
the English and American adjudication upon the sub- 


ject; this review will be somewhat tedious, but as many 
decisions of high authority have been given since the 
subject was agitated in this Court, it may save us trouble 
in future to look to them now. 

The definition given of Salvage by Abbott, is clear, 
comprehensive and accurate. It is ‘the compensation 
that is to be made to other persons (than those connect- 
ed with the ship,) by whose assistance a ship or its load- 
ing may be saved from impending danger, or recovered 
from actual loss.’? A difficulty has seldom eccurred in 


ASE. 
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'cases. The compensation which may be justly allowed 
| for this service, should be governed by a compound con- 
sideration of the importance of the service rendered, and 
the danger and labour to which the salvors were ex- 
| posed in rendering it, and the importance of service de- 
| pends upon the value of the property saved, and the ex- 
tent of the danger which threatened it. Witha view 
| to public policy, this allowance should be measured on 
| a liberal scale, but wita a primary regard for the unfor- 
|tunate sufferer, whose protection, relief and interests 
|are the true objects of the policy. It has frequently 


deciding whether any given case was or was not a case | fallen to the lot of Sir William Scott, a most liberal 


of salvage. The question has generally arisen upon 
the quantum to be allowed—now whether it be a case 
of impending danger or, of actual loss, it seems to be 
required that the property must be saved or recovered 
by the assistance for which this compensation is claim- 
ed. We may not perhaps be so rigorous as to say that 
that it must be absolutely certain that the property was 
saved by the assistance of the salvors, but it should be 
reasonably probablje that this was the case, and that the 
ship or cargo was preserved from loss or damage by 
their labour, skill and exertions. 

If goods are abandoned by those whose duty it was 
to take cave of them, or if those persons are unable to 
protect them, it may be correctly said that they owed 
their preservation to those who came to their aid; but it 
is difficult to ascertain their proportion, when the prop- 
er guardians of the property remain with it, and have 
both the ability and inclination to protect it from loss or 
damage. 

Therfore, if property abandoned by the master and 
crew be taken possession ef by a set of salvors, a second 
set have no right to interfere with them, and become 
participators of the salvage, unlcss that it appears that 
the first would not have been able to effect the purpose 
without the aid of the others. The same principle 


admiralty judge, to estimate the value of salvage ser- 
vices, and we will see the measure he has adopted. 

1 Rob. 32, (Am. ed.) ‘The Aquila.’ 

In this case the ship and cargo were found at sea ab- 
solutely deserted by those whose duty it was to protect 
them, a total loss was certain unless prevented by stran- 
gers. The finders contended fora property in the goods 
as their own, and not merely for a reward as salvors.— 
This and several other interesting questions were dis- 
cussed in the case, which are not to our present pur- 
pose. The rate of salvage is our inquiry, and in this 
most desperate case, in which the owners owed every 
dollar that was restored to them to the services of the 
salyors. Sir William Scott gave them but two-fifths— 
less than one-half. 

In the same volume, p. 257, the case of the ‘‘Joseph 
Harvey” is reported. This was the petition of a pilot 
for salvage, in which it was decided thata pilot may ren- 
der a service to a ship in distress, which will entitle bim 
to be considered something ofa salvor. The petitioner 
espied the “Joseph Harvey” under a signal of distress, 
the wind blowing hard—the waves running high. He 
went to her and got on board with great difficulty. This, 
the Judge thought, gave no claim to any thing more 
than common pilotage. It is not, says he, forsuch rea- 


must apply to the case when the master and crew of | sons that pilots can be entitled as salvors; their occupa- 


the vessel are able to effect the purpose of preserving 
and carrying her safely in, without the aid of others. — 


My main doubt throughout this case, has been upon | 
I have not clearly see the necessity ef any | 


this point. 
interference on the part of the salvors. 
been satisfied that the Elvira could not have made her 
proper port, or some other of safety; that she might not 
have come into the Delaware, without the assistance of 
a pilot boat—that she was ‘‘saved from impending 
peril.” A service may be convenient, beneficial, mer- 
itorious; and not necessarily a salvage service.I will not, 
however, urge this objection upon the libellants. The 
master of the Elvira thought proper to accept the assis- 
tance offered to him, and the owner now is willing to 
pay what may be considered a just and reasonable com- 
pensation for it. No exceptation has been taken to it on 
this account. The respondent has met the claim on 
liberal grounds. It may be, that the master of the El- 
vira acted with a proper precaution and attention to 
the interests of her owner, in coming here to refit. A 
change of weather might have been apprehended, at 
that season, which would have been dangerous to him, 
but in the actual state of things, when he put himself 
under the protection of the Leo, his danger was not 
pressing, or apparent. The “impending peril,” was 
not immediate or perceptible. The schooner had pre- 
viously met with several vessels, had asked no assistance 
from any of them, further than some small articles of 
provisions and water: her master and crew had never in- 
timated any apprehension of personal danger, nor any 
intention of seeking safety by leaving her. She was 
sound and tight in her hull, and with masts and sails, 
with which she could be pretty well managed. She 
had encountered and conquered much greater hardships 
and dangers, than any that lay between her and her pert, 
and the fair presumption is that she would have reach- 
edit. We must enquire into the quantum of salvage 
which should be allowed in such a case, according to 
the principles and practice of Admiralty Courts in ether 


I have not | 


| tion is hazardous frem its nature. 


3 Rob. 286, “The William Beckford.” 
Sir William Scott says—**Ihe principles on which 
| the Court ef Admiralty proceeds, lead to a liberal re- 
'muneration in salvage cases, for they look not to the 
/mere quantum of service performed in the case itself, 
| but to the general interests of the navigation and com- 
| merce of the country, which are greatly protected by 
| exertions of this nature. The fatigue, the anxiety, the 
determination to encounter danger if necessary, the spi- 
| rit of adventure, the skill and dexterity which are ac- 
| quired by the exercise of that spirit—all require to be 
taken into consideration. What enhances the preten- 
sions of the salvors mest is the actual danger which they 
have incurred. I cannot forbear to observe that not one 
of these elements of salvage, so eloquently described, is 
found in the case before us—neither fatigue, nor anxie- 
ry, nor courage, nor spirit of adventure, nor skill and 
dexterity, nor the least actual danger.” 


In this case of the ‘*William Beckford,” the Judge 
thought there was no peril of life in the degree contend- 
ed fer by the salvors’ counsel, from which expression we 
must presume it did exist in seme degree; but there was 
great alarm about the possibility of saving the ship after 
she got upon the sand. It was proposed to the master 
to throw the cargo overboard, and he acquiesced in it; 
and it was resisted by the salvors, who used their efforts 
and employed their skill, and the ship and eargo were 
finally saved. These exertions were continued through 
the third day, and the salvors were numerous, a circum- 
stance always and properly considered. The Judge ac- 
ting in so strong a case of labour, skill, and service, and 
applying to it the liberal principles with which he pre- 
faces his decree, gave to the salvors less than one-four- 
teenth part of the value of the property saved, that is 
something more than £1200 on £17,604. 

4 Rob. 184, “The Trelawny.” 


In this case, the “Lord Nelson,” a slave ship, had re- 
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covered the Trelawny, another slave ship, on the coast The circumstances were these: The Libel stated that 
of Africa, from some insurgent slaves who had disposses- | when the saving ship fell in with the Belle Creole, she 
sed the master and crew and sent them on shore. This | was declared to be sinking—her master desired the sal- 
was done after a severe conflict with very desperate per- | vors to remain by him—éhe weather was tempes‘uous, 
sons, in which some of the crew of the ‘Lord Nelson” | and the Captain: and crew at their repeated solici- 
were wounded. Without this adventurous effort, the tations were taken on board the Amiable. A pro- 
“Trelawny” and her cargo would have been inevitably) position was made to burn the Creole. The Cap- 
lost. The Judge, in deciding the case, says—He will| tain and crew declared when they left her, that 
consider the value ofthe property and the service per-|they relinquished and abandoned her and every 
formed, which he adds “‘is to be considered as a rescue | thing on board of her. She was left without a living 
effected from pirates, and to say the least of it full as | person on board. The next day the master and crew 
meritorious as recovering the property out of the hands | ef the Amiable took from her a quantity of merchandise, 
ofa public enemy.” On this view he would have giv- | and she was set on fire at the request of ber master.— 
en salvage as high as is directed by the prize act for ca- | The answer admits that she was in great distress and in 
ses of recapture of war—but he remembers the nature | danger of perishing, and the leading facts stated in the 
of the trade in which the two ships were employed, | libel were established by the evidence—she had eleven 
their common danger, and the policy and duty of ren- | feet water in the held when the articles were taken out 
dering mutual assistance, and net as ships accidentally | of her, and one-half of the cargo had been threwn over- 
rendering such assistance—considerations which have | board before she fell in with the Amiable. The Judge 
some bearing upen the case before us. Under these | speaks of her situation as distressed and hopeless. 
circumstances the court allowed one tenth of the value In the same volume, page 48, in the case of the Cato. 
of the ship and cargo, both confessedly saved from total | She was found by the Alexander “‘in great distress and 
and inevitable loss. on the peint of perishing.”? Her master, crew, and part 
Dods. 414, the “Blenden-Hall.” of her cargo were taken out of her and she was aban- 
This vessel, loaded with naval stores, was separated | doned. A gross sum of $1500 was allowed to the sal- 
from her convey by tempestucu“weather, by which she | vors, being about two-fifths of the preperty saved. 
was greatly damaged in herhulland rigging. Shewas| 1 Gali. 133—The schooner Pelly, with a cargo of 
taken by a French frigate, her master and crew taken | flour, was dismasted at sea—continued nine days under 
out, and the ship scuttled. She was found in this situa- | jury masts, and was in avery distressed situation. Fell 
tion by the packet ‘Eliza; who puta number of her | in with the Triten—the whole crew of the Polly went 
crew onboard of her. Afterwards being in great peril | en board of her, and remained by her that day and the 
from stormy weather and in great distress, she was re- | following night. Then another ship, ‘““The Reserve,” 
lieved by the ‘‘Challenger,”” who put men on board of |came up. The Triton being heavily loaded, the cap- 
her, and she was brought to Plymouth. Sir Wm. Scott | tain and crew of the Polly went on beard of the Re- 
gave one tenth of the value of the property saved tothe | serve. The Triton left them. The Reserve took the 
salvors. Polly in tow for five or six days, and during that time 
Hagg. 246, ‘“‘The Raikes,” took out of her the articles libelled, having been detain- 
This was the first case of salvage service by a steam- | ed on the service a weck on her veyage. Judge Story 
boat. Lord Stowell declares his inclination to encour- affirming the decree of the District Court, allowed a sal- 
age as much as possible similar exertions on account of | yvage of one-third—observing that by the stoppage it 
the great skill and power of vessels of this description. | seems te have been generally considered that a devia- 
The ship saved was delivered from a perilous situation. | tion resulted, and of course that the ship was put at the 
There was great alacrity in rendering the assistance— | hazard of the owners.”’ 
the steam boat went out from Dover, being sent for on In the Blaireau, 2 Cr. 240, two-fifths were allowed by 
purpose to release the “Raikes,” lay by her all night in | the Supreme Court of the United States in a very hope- 
the month of December watching and attending her, | less case, recovered altogether by the salvors. 
and finally brought her safe in. The vessel and cargo The Cora, 2 Adm. Dec. 361, was a deplorable case of 
were estimated at the value ef £12,500, and the judge | distress; she was deserted by her crew, with five feet 
meaning fer the reason stated to be exceeding liberal, | water in her held, and brought into port by part of the 
allowed the salvors £200. The commissioneis from | crew of the Ceres, with great difficulty, exposing the 
whose award this was an appeal had given but £150. Ceres to great danger, from the absence of so many of 
These are the leading English cases, and fix a princi- | her hands. The men put on board the Cora were also 
ple of liberality, tempered by moderation, and a just re- | exposed to much danger during astorm. In such case, 
gard to the rights and owners of property exposed to | one third of the gross amount of sales was given to the 
marine hazards, that may be safely followed. salvors by the District Court, and affirmed on appeal, 
The American decisions on this subject do not differ by the Circuit Court. 
in their principles from those cited from abroad, although | The Maria, same beok, page 424, suffered in a storm, 
the allowances appear to be rather more liberal. I shall | ‘so long and so much, that she became a mere wreck, 
refer to some of the best authority. and no hope of safety was left.” One third of the arti- 
An early and leading case in this district is that of the | cles saved from her was allowed to the salvors, The 
“Belle Creole,” 1 Adm. Dec. 31. Judge Peters, who | Maria was sunk, and lost. 
examined the question very carefully, says--That the With these precedents in our view, I will recur to the 
compensation is not to be a mere quantum meruerunt, | case of these libellants. 1 have already shown that the 
but an exemplary reward comprehending a reward for ‘impending peril,” if any existed, was inconsiderable, 
the risk of life and property for the salvors’ labour and | uncertain and distant: resting rather on apprehension, 
danger, and even as a premium for similar exertions.-- | than reality. The danger of the original disaster had 
He quotes the principle, that “he who has recovered | gone by. ‘*‘We thought ourselves safe,” says the mate; 
the property of another from imminent danger by great | andthe conduct of all on beard shows that they really 
labor, or perhaps at the peril of his life, should be re- | did think so. Such being the condition of these to whom 
warded by him who has been so materially benefitted | the assistance of the libellants was tendered and given, 
by that labour; thus imminent danger, great labor, ha- | what is the amount ofthe merit of this assistance, in re- 
zard of life, and material benefit, are the ingredients of | ference to the labor, skill, risk and expense with which 
meritorious salvage. In page 41 the Judge says: “The | it was attended—when the libellants descried the Elvi- 
maritime law has varied from a twentieth to one half ac- ra, they were cruising in their ordinary vocation, look- 
cording to the description and value of the articles sa- ing out for employment. They were, it is true, with- 
ved, and the risk, labor, and expense of salvage.” In| out the prescribed limits of their Pilotage ground, but 


this case of the “Belle Creole,” the court allowed a sal- ! they had gone for their own pleasure or profit, and not 
vage of one third. ; 
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in the service of the Elvira; at the moment, they were 
steering fer their harbor within the Capes for the night. 
They returned 6 or 8 miles to the Elvira, and this was 
all the distance they went out Bf their way; they made 
fast a tow line, resumed their course to their harhour, 
and came to it in fine weather and with a favoring wind, 
a few hours later than they would have done had they 


left the Elvira to her fate. So far they have endured | 


neither labour, risk nor expense in this service. On 
account of a head wind they remained snug and safe in 
this harbor during the next day, which was the 20th of 
March. In the morning of the 21st they make sail and 
proceed up the bay, and in the evening came to anchor 
about three miles below Reedy Island. 

The next morning at about 8 o’clock they are under 
weigh again and come to above the point house, that is 
about three miles below the city, at between 2 and 3 o’- 
clock in the same afternoen. Ina short time they were 
at the wharf in this city. All this was done without 
one moment of anxiety or danger—one effort of labour 
and avery small expense. ‘The sails of the Leo and 
Elvira acted upon by a favoring breeze performed the 
whole duty, and for aught we know the crews of both 
vessels reposed in total inactivity during the whole pas- 
sage. In coming within the Capes on the night of the 
19th, the libellants only did what they would have done 
for their own purpose and accommodation, and all they 
added to their Jabour in service of the Elvira, was the 


ear from thence to Philadelphia, and the towing | 


er into the Capes. The Elvira appears to have been 
so entirely able to get up te the city of herself, that I 
am inclined to believe the Leo accompanied her, not 
because her aid was necessary, but to look after her re- 
ward. When we consider the rate at which these ves- 
sels came up the bay and river, sailing from their an- 
chorage a few miles below Reedy Island to Gloucester 


Point, a distance of 55 miles, in about seven hours, it is | 


clear the Elvira did not hang very heavily upon her 
conductor, but must have been greatly aided by her 
own sails in her progress. I must repeat that it can 


hardly be doubted that she could have come up of her- | 


self; that after she got within the Capes she was no lon- 
ger in any danger; and that the necessary, and indeed 
the useful service she received from the Leo, ended on 
their anchoring in their harbour on the first night. It 
will be recollected that she then got a new anchor from 
the shore, and her danger, at least, was at an end. 

In assessing the compensation which should be paid 
to these libellants, we must not overlook the great loss 


irretrievably sustained by the owner of the Elvira and | 


her cargo by this disaster. Her masts, sails and rigging 
entirely demvlished—her anchor and chain cable lost— 
her load thrown or swept overboard, and a voyage pro- 
tracted for six weeks that might have been performed 
in as many days. 

It is perhaps noi too much to say that half of her pro- 
perty has been sunk in this misfortune. It would be 
cruel and unjust to aggravate so much suffering by an 
extravagant charge for such inconsiderable services.— 
We must not teach a salvor that he may stand ready to 
devour what the Ocean may spare. He must not be 
permitted to believe that he brings in a prize of war and 
not a friend in distress. If he has afforded his assis- 
tance to the distressed in a proper spirit he will be sat- 
isfied with a just and fair remuneratien for the labours, 
hazard and expense he has encountered in the service, 
and it is only a proper spirit that we should seek or de- 
sire to satisfy. To this measure of compensation the 
Judge governed by a liberal policy will add a reasona- 
ble encouragement which the generous and humane will 
hardly need to prompt them to exertions to relieve their 
fellow men in danger and distress. But we must re- 
member that the policy of the law is not to proveke or 
satisfy the appetite of avarice, but to hold an induce- 
ment to such as require it, to make extraordinary ef- 
forts to save those who may be encompassed with per- 
ils beyond their own strength to subdue, 








ordinary effort was made. Te take a tow-line from a dis- 
abled vessel, is one of the most ordinary acts of courte- 
sy, among sea-faring men. I know of no prubable or 
plausible calculations, on which I can suppose that the 
pilot-boat and those on board of her, could have earned 
half the amount tendered by the respondent, while en- 
gaged with the Elvira, and certainly they could not have 
earned it with less labor, risk and expense. 

I decree that the sum of threehundred dollars, above 
one-ninth of the value of the preperty saved, be paid 
clear of costs, to the libellants, for the services rendered 
to the schooner Elvira and her cargo. If, in fixing this 
amount of salvage, I have been influenced by the sum 
offered by the respondent, I can assure the libellants 
that that influence has been altogether favourable to 
them. 

I make no order of distribution among the salvors, as 
their counsel has informed the court they have arran- 
ged, or willarrange this matter among themselves. 


REPORT OF INFANT SCHOOL SOCIETY. 


Another year has elapsed since the Managers of the 
Infant School Society Jaid before its patrons a statement 
of their proceedings. 

At this interesting period, interesting, because it 
completes the second year of the existence of Infant 
Schools in our city, would the Managers congratulate 
the friends of this noble cause on the success which has 

_attended their efforts, and give thanks where alone 
thanks are due, toa benignant Providence, who through 
their instrumentality has transformed many a miserable 
unlettered hovel into the abode of instruction, prayer 
and praise. 

At the close of the last year your committee were 
able to number three hundred and siz infant children 
who were the recipients of your bounty. At this time 
the schools, four in number, embrace between seven and 
| eight hundred, making the number more than double. 
In May last, your committee found it necessary to make 
some arrangements for the removal of School No. 1—as 
| the room in which it was opened was merely loaned un- 
| til more suitable and permanent accommodatiens could 
, be obtained. Accordingly a brick building formerly 
| used asa place of worship, situate on the west side of 
| Thirteenth street, between Race and Vine streets, with 
/a lot of ground and two small dwelling houses in the 
rear, was rented at two hundred and fifty dollars per 
annum, for the term of two years—possession to be giv- 
en on the first of June. On the 11th of that month the 
school was remeved to that place. Four hundred & forty 
nine children have there been instructed. The number 
who have been removed from various causes, dismissed 
as past age, and died, is one hundred & eleven; leaving 
three hundred and thirty eight—of this number, two hun- 
dred and fifty may be considered regular attendants. — 
Your committee have spared neither pains nor expense 
to render this, a model school, where the system should 
| be properly developed, persons prepare themselves for 

teachers, and strangers gain such an insight into this 

mode of instructing the infant mind, as to feel that they 
| had something to do inthis cause. We have reason to 
| think that many streams have issued from this fountain. 
| We believe that many hearts have been warmed by the 
scene there exhibited, many judgments convinced, and 
many resolutions formed—which have resulted in the 
establishment of scheols in different parts of our coun- 
try; which are living witnesses, even in this point of 
view, that the labor and expensg there bestowed have 
not been in vain. On the 7th of May, 1829, this school 
passed from the care of Mr. and Mrs. Bacon, who have 


' 
; 


| had the charge of it since its formation, into the hands of 


female teachers. Successful experiment led your com- 
mittee to this measure. 


| In the month of June last a committee was appoint- 


ed to open asecond scheel for white children. —Suita- 
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ble accommodations were found in College Avenue in 
Tenth street, between Chesnut and Markets streets. A 
large room and play ground attached to it, were rented 
at $80 per annum—possession to be given on the first 
of October. 


thirty-seven children received on the 13th of the same 
month. 


whole number who have been instructed in it within its 
walls is two hundred and thirty-five. Left from various 
causes, forty-seven; removed by death three; dismissed 
as over age fifteen—leaying one hundred and seventy. 

In February last it was resolved to open a third school 
In the eastern part of our city, so as to gather in the 
children who inhabit the garrets and cellars of Water 
street. A committee was appointed, who succeeded in 
obtaining rooms at No. 20 Spruce street, at the rent of 
$100 per annum. These rooms have been fitted up by 
said committee. with donations collected for that pur- 
pose without encroaching on the annual contributions 
by which the society is_ principally supported. The 
school was opened on the 28th of April with forty-two 
children, which number in three weeks has increased to 
ninety-four. Female teachers are employed. 

The colored school is also in a flourishing state, en- 
couraging the hearts of those who feel an interest in 
the welfare of this long-neglected people. The whole 
number who have been under the care of your commit- 
tee iscne hundred and siaty-nine. Left from various c4u- 
ses, six; removed by death, three; dismissed as over 
age, three—leaving one hundred and fifty-seven Of this 
number 115 may be considered regular attendants.— 
Your committee have been obliged to refuse receiving 
children, as the roomis crowded, and the accommuda- 
tions confined. It is important to open another colored 
school at once—what is 115 coloured children to the 
hundreds, nay even thousands that inhabit our lanesand 
alleys. It is truly painful to see the disappointment 
which clouds the brow of a mother anxious to snatch 
her offspring from the contagion of vice and iniquity 
and place it under the influence of morality and reli- 
gion, when she is told that her infant must still be expo- 
sed to the danger from which she would willingly res- 
cue it, because the school is full and there is no provi- 
sion made for another. It may not be generally known 
this fund is entirely separate, and in no Way benefitted 
by any contribution to the /nfant School Society. Peo- 
ple of color contribute to its suppert, and some of the 
parents manifest an interest in this institution. In seve- 
ral instances persons whese circumstances are above 
those whose children are the objects of your charity, 
have offered with apparent anxiety any reasonable sum 
to have their children admitted. The reason given for 
this request was the moral improvement observable at 
home of several who were named. One in particular 


was pointed out, who was actually picked up in the | 


street, in a violent fit of rage, with a large stone raised 
to throw at his brother. ‘This child was brought in, a 
a violent, headstrong and ungovernable boy—but the li- 
on seems to be changed into the lamb, and this, without 
any punishment, simply by mildness and unbending 
Jirmnees, connected with instruction received. 

The children are found reasoning among themselves, 
by the rule of conduct laid down in our schools, ‘‘Thus 
saith the Lord.” In one instance a teacher was obliged 
to break a promise she had made. One of the children 
on returning home mentioned it to her mother saying 
“I wonder whether our teacher remembers that liars 
will be turned into hell.” 

Feelings of gratitude are discoverable for kindness re- 
ceived. They sometimes bring little presents to their 
teachers, and in one instance a boy -who had experien- 
ced particular kindness from them, was observed by his 
father indeep thought. His parent questioned him.— 
‘‘Father,” answered he, “I was thinking how kind my 
teachers were to me, and whether you could not mend 


their combs.” This was followed by a request that the 
combs should be sent. 


REPORT OF INFANT SCHOOLS. 


Two female teachers were engaged, and | 


This school is ina very flourishing state and | 
stands as arecord of the faithfulness of its teachers. The 
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| Reverence for the Sabbath is also particularly remark- 
ble. A littie boy on coming to the Sabbath scheol one 
| morning was observed to look very sad. On being ask- 
| ed ‘what is the matter’’? his eyes filled with tears as he 
| exclaimed ‘My father is breaking the Sabbath-day—he 
has gone skaiting.”” Did you tell him of it, said his 
teacher—“Yes,” answered the little reprover—I told 
him it was God’s holy Sabbath, but he said he would do 
it.’ This little boy whenever the question how do peo- 
| ple openly break the Sabbath-day was asked, would im- 
/mediately answer “by skaiting’’—so strongly did the 
sinfulness of this act seem to be impressed on his mind. 
Fondness for School is constantly exhibited. During 
the late recess in No. 1 while some arrangements were 
making in the room, two of the little children attended 
at No. 2 until their own school re-commenced, accom- 
modating themselves with the greatest readiness to the 
customs of No. 2. A little boy who entered at No. 5 
so lately formed, was absent for afew days. One morn- 
ing his teacher observed him standing about the door of 
the house; when she asked him why he did not come in, 
he burst into tears, and said his father would not let him 
come because they taught him to pray. This love for 
school becomes painful when the children are to be ex- 
cluded from these houses of refuge. They appear to 
| feel that they are abeut to be separated from their best 
friend. The most painful duty which your managers 
have to perform is the dismisal of children, when they 
have arrived at the age at which they can no longer be 
considered subjects for an Infant School. The follow- 
ing facts serve to prove that this is the case. Two 
brothers, a few days ago, came to speak to their teacher. 
On seeing them in tears and hearing their loud sobs he 
asked them the cause, when one of them said, “why the 
ladies were at our house last night, and told mother we 
must not comeany more te school, and mother’s very 
sorry, and so are we, and we have come to bid you good 
bye.” Weare told some of these children are crying 
every day toreturn. A little one meeting her teacher 
in the street, begged him te permit her to return if it 
was only for aday ortwo. Your managers recommend 
to the parents in all cases the removal of the children 
| from Infant to public schools. In some instances this is 
| done—but we regret to say not in all. 

While we throw out these little anecdotes, illustra- 
| tive of the good effects of these schools on the hearts of 
| the children, we must not forbear to add that the head 
| is also attended to. Some who did not know a letter 
| when they entéred, have in the space of seven months 
| learned to read. A Sabbath school teacher in one of 
| our churches on questioning her classes a few sabbaths 
since, found two of her little charge answering with 
great correctness every question proposed. Surprised 
| at the change, she enquired the cause, and was inform- 
| ed they had been one week in an infant school. 

An utter destitution of selfishness and a nice discrimi- 
nation is observable. A teacher has occasionally 
brought in some little reward and requested the chil- 
dren to name several of the most deserving, which has 
generally resulted in singling out those who in the 
teachers judgment were most meritorious. Volumes 
| might be written of the good effects of these institutions. 
| Let those who are skeptical go with these children to 
| their homes, and hear their parents prenouncing bles- 
‘sings on Infant Schools. Let them listen to the heart- 
felt gratitude expressed to their teachers for their care 
|and kindness. ’Tis true, there are some who do not 
| appreciate the privilege, but they are those who are 
regardless of every mercy received. In February last 
it was resolved to employ female teachers throughout 
| the schools, the salaries were accordingly fixed at $250 
| for principal teachers—assistants $100. It will be ob- 
served from the Treasurers account, that the annual in- 
come from subscriptions and stock is not sufficient to 
meet even the expenses of necessary teachers. When 
the rents and other incidental expenses are considered, 
the necessity! for an appeal to public liberality is at 
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once evident. The four schools under the care of this 
Society cannot be supplied under $2000 per annum and 
our yearly income is not $1000. Any assistance from 
government depends upon the pleasure of thecontrollers 
of public schools, who have been authorize to establish, 
or to take Infant schools under their care. Application 
was made to that body in December last; no aid has 
yet been received; we are informed the subject is under 
consideration—but our treasury is exhausted, and our 
schools must derive aid from some quarter. Tis true, 
our dependance is on that Being who never forsakes 
the work of his hands, but itis his pleasure to use the 
instrumentality of fecble men. We therefore call up- 
“on those who desire to see a moral and virtuous genera- 


tion rising round them, who love the future welfare of 


their country to come forth,and aid this cause—emphat- 
ically the cause of morality, of virtue, of religion. 


Infant School Society in account with S.H. Yarnall, T?’r. 
1829. DR. 









































METEOROLOGICAL REGISTER. 
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CR. 
By Balance remaining in Treasurer’s hands 


5th mo. 16, 1828, 9 31 
Proceeds of sale of U. S. Bank stock, rec’d, 200 00 


} 





| Life subscriptions, - - - 260 00 
| Annual do - . - 652 00 
Managers’ fines, - - - 275 
| Dividend on stock, - - - 57 36 
Donations, : : - 341 56 
Children’s box, received from, - 50 84 
Contributors do - - 33 00 
| Loan, - - . : - 300 00 
$1906 82 











Philadelphia, 5th mo. 20, 1829. 


School for coloured children in account with S. H. Yar- 


















































To cash paid Teacher’s salaries, $906 56 nell, Treasurer. 
do Rent, - - - 240 83 1829. DR. 
do Sundry expenses at School No.1, 190 01 | ro amount expended as per vouchers, $501 96 
do do at No2, 163 09 Balance 156 52 
do Carpenter’s work and painting, 119 86 ’ . 
do Paving yard at School No. 1, 70 74 iain 
do do do No.2, 3436 _ 3658 46 
do Books, stationary, and printing, 36 50 CR. 
do Expenses of charter, - 18 50 By balance from last year, $431 33 
do Cost and charges of apparatus ) i. Contributions received for the use of the 2 
for Schools, imported from? 63 71 School 5 227 15 
England in 1827, 5 2 
do Balance, - - - 62 66 $658 48 
$1906 82| Philadelphia, 5th mo. 20, 1829. 
METEOROLOGICAL REGISTER. 
Taken at the Slate Capitol at Harrisburg—sax Wii11am Muscravy, Liprartan. 
MAY. 
Thermometer. | Barometer. “fs ee Vind. | Days ofthe month. Weather. 
Max. 28th 77.° |Max.15th 29.90 |21, 1 day N/1,5,6,7,8,12,15,17,21 ,22,23,24/12 days clear. 
Min. 3d =: 50.° |Min.10th 29.17 |2,3,4,15,50, '5 £|10, 14,18, 20,25, 26,27,28,30, |9p clear pcly. 
Diff. of ex. 27. |Diff. ex. 29 73 |7,16,19,20,32,29, 6 S E/2,3, 2p cly. p rain. 
Mean ex. 634 |Mean ex. 29.534/26, 1 $|19,29, 9thund. & rain 
Mean temperature for three|6, 8, 9,11,14,18,24,25,)11 S W/11,15,16, 3 steady rain. 
daily observations. 1,17, [27,28,31/2 wi4,9, 2 showery. 
5, 10,12, 13,22, 5 Ww 





The morning of the 15th, the lowest state of the Ther- 
mometer, at 40°; the highest was on the noon or be- 
tween 1 and $ o’clock, P. M. of the 28th, therm. at 83°; 
range in the month 43°. The difference between the 
mornings and noons, in some instances, varied from 8° 
to 22° and upwards, for instance 60° in the morning, 68° 
at noon, difference 8°—48° inthe morning, 70° at noon, 
difference 22°. The highest state of the Barometer in 
the month, was on the 15th, 29.90; the lowest on the 
10th, 29.17—rangein the month, 29.73. There was 
frost, with ice, in some places, on the 15th. On the 
19th and 29th, there were thunder gusts, with stormy 
wind, and heavy rain. The wind has been 18 days of 
this month, West of the Meridian; 11 days East of of it; 
1 day North, and 1 day South. This month has been 9° 
mean,temperature, warmer than last April, and 1 degree 
warmer than May. 1828. There have been but 8 days 
in this month, that a Thermometer, at noon, in the 
shade, arose above summer heat, and that only in one 
instance, the highest 7°, on the 28th. 

The fermer part of this month, rather cool and back- 
ward for the season; the latter part, generally, a hot sun 
between heavy showers which seems now to hurry on 
vegetation rapidly. 

In my last] noticed chinks or cracks in the surface of 
the ground, in grain fields, which L account for thus: In 











the time of heavy showers, or, continued rain in the 
spring, evaporation is urged on very rapidly by the 
agency of the electric fluid, at that time near the sur- 
*face of the earth, which causes the fissures to make way 
for the ascending vapours; ifI recollect right, Dr. Frank- 
lin has somewhere mentioned something like this. At 
no time, is the electric fluid more active than in the 
time of heavy showers or rain. This may be proved by 
rain guages of equal dimensions, at different heights; 
that nearest the ground always has most water; this is 
easily accounted for, the descending drops of rain meet 
the ascending vapour, join with it, by which they are 
increased every instant until they touch the earth. But 
these drops, that seem by their force to raise bubbles on 
the surface of water, standing in little hollows, are not 
spherical as some suppose them to be, but hemispheri- 
cal and hollow like inverted cups; this is not all, the 
bubble is not caused by the force of the drop so much as 
by electric agency: any person may satisfy himself of 
this, by attentively watching during the time of a heavy 
shower. Often have I seen the waterrise in a conical 
point to meet the descending drop before it came in 
contact with the water, and these appearances in a 
greater or less degree will continue, until an equilibri- 
um of the electric fluid as well as the moisture of the 
surface of the ground, and the surrounding atmosphere 
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takes place, after which, vegetation proceeds regularly. 

In my next, I purpose to offer an opinion upon | 
some of the phenomena of our atmosphere, founded up. | 
on known facts; hypothesis, if not supported by actual | 
observation, has little to do with Meteorology, & should | 
never be resorted to. 

L am, sir, respectfully yours, 
WILLIAM MUSGRAVE. 





We have received the first number of the Lehigh Pi- 
oneer and Maunch Chunk Courier, published at Mauch 
Chunk, edited by Amos Sisty—from it we make several 
extracts. 





LEHIGH CANAL. 


The Lehigh Canal was commenced in the summer of 
1825, under the direction of Josiah White, Esq. Acting 
Manager of the Lehigh Coal and Navigation Company; 
and in about six months, one mile, extending from 
Mauch Chunk towards Easton, was completed. This 
portion is constructed with a bottom 60 feet wide, and 
calculated for a depth of 5 feet, although it has hereto- 
fore been used with only two or three feet water. It was 
made thus large in order to form a convenient basin or 
boat harbour, for the accommodation of the business of 
Mauch Chunk. The banks are paved on the inside 
with river stone. Upon this mile there are 5 wooden 
locks. ‘The Ist is a guard lock, the 2d a lift lock of 7 
feet,and the 3 others each 6 feet lift, and combined, 
making in the whole 25 feet overcome by 4 lift locks: 
they are each 130 feet by 30 in the chamber. 

In June, 1827, the canal from the end of the Ist mile 
(then finished) was undertaken under the superintend- 
ence of Canvass White, Esq. Civil Engineer. The dis- 
tance from Mauch Chunk to Easton, at the mouth of the 
Lehigh is 46} miles. Thirty-seven miles being canal 
and the remainder river navigation. ‘The canal is 45 
feet in width at the bottom, with 5 feet water. The 
banks having a slope of one and a half feet base to one 
foot rise, giving a surface of 60 feet; except in sandy 
soils where the slope is 2 feet base to one foot rise, 
leaving the canal 65 feet in width at top water. 

In many places the canal is carried in the river at the 
foot of Bluffs; in such cases it is protected on the out- 
side by substantial slope walls from the freshets of the 
stream, which seldom rise to a greater height than six 
feet. The towing path is 1 feet wide, the berm bank 
6 feet wide on the top. Along one side of the pools 
made by the Dams, towing paths are formed in a per- 
manent manner and faced with slope walls. 

The Lock walls are composed of rough stone, laid in 
Hydraulic cement, and planked on the inside with two 
inch pine. This cement was discovered in the immedi- 
ate vicinity of the canal and has proved to be of an ex- 
cellent quality. 

The locks are 100 feet between the hollow coins, and 
22 feet wide, exclusive of the four lift locks already 
mentioned, there are 5 locks of 6 feet lift, 2 of 64, 10 
of 7, 20 of 8, 1 of 8.20, 2 of 83, and 1 of 14.17 feet lift; 
making in the whole from Mauch Chunk 361.17 feet 
overcome by 47 locks. There are also7 guard locks 2 
of which have been enumerated among the lift locks. 

Eight dams supply the canal with water, which vary 
in height from 6 to 16 feet; they are built of round 
timber in the form of crib work, and covered with poles 
about one foot in diameter, 

There are about twenty-three bridges; seven of which 
are for public roads. ‘The Farm bridges are 13 feet 
wide—the road bridges 21 feet wide; they are general- 
ly 50 feet span. erected on stone abutments of dry walls, 
and raised 7 feet above top water line. 

An aqueduct is built over the Monockesy at Bethle- 
hem, of three stone arches, each 18 feet span. One of 
3 stone piers with a wooden superstructure, over the 
Aquanshicola creek at Lehigh Gap—a similar one over 


the Hockendoque, and the 4th with one pier over 
artsh’s creek 


LEHIGH CANAL.——LUMBER. 
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There are 22 culverts, 4 of which are double—the 
others are single arches of from 3 to 5 feet span, all of 
stone, laid in Hydraulic cement. Also about 22 waste 
wiers of wood, from 50 to 100 feet in length. 

The whole canal is built with great attention to 
strength and durability, but with little regard to orna- 
ment. The completion of this great work is confident- 
ly expected in a short time; and, although difficulties 
have been met with during its progress which were not 
anticipated in the commencement; yet, by perseve- 
rance and diligence they have been successfully en- 
countered. 

Presenting a great breadth of surface, and depth of 
water, unusual facilities for rapid movement will be af- 
forded without much risk to the banks—while the ani- 
mals that draw the boats upon it, in consequence of the 
lessened resistance, will apply their strength with more 
ease to themselves, and advantage to their employers. 

In the early part of next season, we may expect to 
see the Delaware division of the Pennsylvania Canal, 
opened for trade; most of it is now done, and the re- 
mainder put under contract to be finished this year; 
when there will be an uninterrupted slack water navi- 
gation from Mauch Chunk to tide; and, when the whole 
shall be in full and successful operation, a cheap and 
ready means of conveyance will be obtained between 
the immense Coal region of the Lehigh Company and 
the city of Philadelphia—and by the Morris canal with 
New-York; affording also a convenient outlet for the 
produce of the fertile vallies of Northampton and Le- 
high counties, and for the iron ore whichis found in 
many places near the river Lehigh in great abundance. 


Thus offering a fair prospect of ample remuneration 
for the unremitting industry of an enterprising compa. 
ny, and, at the same time, lowes benefitting the pub. 
lic. Mauch Chunk Courier, 





LUMBER. 


Among the many articles of commerce and home 
consumption of our state, the article of Jumber does not 
form a small item; and although we have no cause to ap- 
prehend a want for the general purposes of building, 
trade, or even commerce, for centuries to ceme, yet the 
rapid improvement of the country—particularly along 
the banks and vallies of ourrivers and streams by cut- 
ting away the forests to give place to agricultural pur- 
suits, has no doubt had a tendency to advance the price, 
and in some instances effect a scarcity. 

This evil has unquestionably been felt by the differ- 
ent towns and villages bordering upon the Lehigh and 
Delaware—and the advance in the price of lumber in the 
market of Philadelphia, is probably owing to the same 
cause. What effect the improvement of the navigation 
of those rivers by canal may have upon the lumber mar- 
ket we are not prepared to say, but we argue that it 
will be very favorable, at least, in considerably increa- 
sing the supply. We already notice a disposition among 
the owners of timbered and tillable lands, bordering 
upon the head waters of the Lehigh and its tributary 
streams to look up their boundary lines, examine the na- 
ture of their titles and claims, and fix a real value upon 
property, which, previous to the operations of the Le- 
high Coal and Navigation Company, was not taken into 
account and scarcely considered worth the annual tax- 
es with which they were charged. Several gentlemen 
in Philadelphia, holders of lands in this quarter have this 
season sent on their agents, had their lands surveyed in- 
to lots, and put in a condition te be disposed of to pur- 
chasers who may be inclined to engage in lumbering or 
other pursuits. Others have erected saw mills and are 
fast paving the way for more extensive operations. 

The prices at which these lands are now held, we are 
told, are from two to five dollars per acre—according 
to the quality of the soil, value of timber, ores, or other 
minerals, or properties which they may possess. 
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MISCELL 





The following Meteorological Table, kept in Mauch 
Chunk, was handed to us for publication. It will no doubt 
be interesting to our readers—and we shall publish a | 
regular monthly account. 

‘*According to Fahrenheit’s Thermometer,the tem- | 
perature of the weather at Mauch Chunk, in the shade, | 
was as follows, during the time specified.” 
































< c = 
Date. 3 | 5 | | E 
1829, 2 a ka a 
Pile |/Big i233 
3d Month [2 |S |e | & | @ | & 
= bao os | ® - | & 
= . an oe Oo 10 
Ist. 7| 33) 27 lin. | in. | in 
Qnd. 27| 40| 35 | 
3d. 10| 47} 41 
Ath. 34 49 48 
5 34| 41] 39/113 | 
6 28 | 35| 39] .29 
7 18| 38] 34 | 
8 30 | 36] 36 1.10) .10 
9 26 | 49] 40 | 
10 17| 46| 43 
11 21| 54| 44 | | 
12 39 | 48] 44- 59 
13 31 | 38] 32 | | | 
14 20 | 34h} 29 
15 19n| 35| 32 | 
Before 7 o’c. 29 | 30| 26} | .75) 15 
17 26 | 37 | 28 | 55 | 17 
18 17 | 36h| 29 09) .01 
19 $1.0) .47 1 | | 
20 24| 35) 28] -11, .02h 
21st. 12h, 41 | 34 | 
22d. 9% | 39| 30) | .06 | 
23d 16 | 38| 31 | | 
24th 28; 35). 29h) 
25 22h| 37 | 36 | 
26 26 | 35| 36 | 
27 28 | 44/ 38 | 
28 33 | 55| 49 | 
29 26 | 66] 58 | 
30 40| 57h} 52 | .013] ——| — | 
31st. 41 | 56! 53! 2.60' .5th 





~ Before 8 o’clock—773 is the number of degrees of | 
the Thermometer during the month. 
days. | 
773 divided by 3125 nearly 
1302 do 31=42 add at noon 
1136 de 31—36 add at sunset 


} 
} 





3)103 





34,20 Mean average per day, du- 
ring the Third month. 
The quantity of Rain that fell. 
2.19 3 
-51 4 Melted Snow 


| 
| 





in. 2.71 4 
Note.—Ice in Mauch Chunk pond broke up on the 
10th of the month.— Mauch Chunk Pioneer. 





The hew Beard of Canal Commissioners met on the 
first of June; present all the members except Gen. Pat- 
terson of Philadelphia. Judge Scott was unanimously 
elected President, the Board then passed a resolution 
reducing the Secretary’s sv#tary to $1000 per annum; but 
adjourned without an election. 

After the adjournment the following correspondence 
passed between the President of the new Board and the 
Secretary of the old:— 


| the rate of $1000 per annum. 


ANEOUS. [JUNE 


Juxe Ist, 1829. 

Dear Sir—The Board of Canal Commissioners have 
this day fixed the compensation of their Secretary, at 
Will you be so good as 
to inform me whether you would be willing to accept 
of the situation upon these terms—The duties to be as- 
signed to the Secretary, will be the same which you 
have so long, so ably, and so faithfully executed. 

lam sir, very 
Respectfully your obedient servant. 
(Signed) DAVID SCOTT, 

JOS. McILVAINE, Esq. 

Hannrisnoure, June 1, 1829. 

Dear Sir—I hasten to reply to your note of this even- 
ing, inquiring whether I would be willing to accept the 
office of Secretary of the Canal Commissioners, at the 
reduced rate of compensation fixed by resolution of 
this day. 

You are perfeetly aware that the salary assigned me 
as secretary of the late Board, was but a moderate com- 
pensation for the duties and responsibilities attached to 
the office. In the employment of the new board, those 
duties and responsibilities cannot be less, and I shall 
confess myself in error, if they be not materially increas- 
ed. I should therefore do injustice to myself, and to the 
opinion of those who estimate my services from actual 
experience of their value, did I not reply to your inquiry 
with a decided negative. You will oblige me by saying 
to any one who may speak on the subject, that I can: 
not permit myself to be named for the office. 

With sincere thanks for your kindness heretofore, 
and your friendly expressions on this occasion, I am, 
Sir, your friend and servant, 


(Signed) JOS. McILVAINF. 





The new Board of Canal Commissioners have elect- 
ed Francis R. Saunx, Esq. as Secretary, with a sala- 
ry of 1000 dollarsa year. We understand that the’ late 
Secretary, Mr. M‘Ilvaine, declined being a candidate. 
The loss of his serviees to this work, at this important 


| crisis, will be regretted by all the friends to the internat 


improvement of our state. Poulson. 





SLATE. 
We have seen a specimen from a Quarry near the 
Lehigh Water Gap, which is truly a curiosity. It is up- 
wards of five feet in length and four in breadth, three 


| quarters of an inch thick and of a remarkably good 
| quality. The person who hauled it to this place, says 


they can be procured much larger at the Quarry.— 

Our county [Northampton] may truly be said to possess 

more treasures in its bosom than any other in the state. 
Easton Argus. 





Mauch Chunk Prices Current—Corrected weekly by the 
Editor of the Pioneer. 


Rye per bushel of 60lbs. : Fin. in 65 Cts. 
Corn, = » - - - 50 
Potatoes per bushel : . - 45 to 50 
Eggs per dozen - - - - 7to 8 
Butter per lb. ° - - - - 10to124 
Bacon, Sides and Shoulders, per lb. 7 to 10 
Hams, per Ib. - : . - - 9to10 
Timothy Hay per ton - - - $14 00 
Rye straw, per bundle of 30 Ibs. - 15 
Oats, per bushel - - - ° - 35 
Clean Swingle tow, per Ib. Pn oe - I 


5th mo. 25, 1829. 
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